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In this issue  

E NGƐ RANGATIRA o ngƑ 
Kƺti Rangatahi o Aotearoa,  

tƗnƑ koutou katoa. 
TƗnƑ hoki tƑtou i ƺ tƑtou tini AituƑ e tangihia 

nei ki ƺ tƑtou marae maha puta noa o tƑtou rohe 

karangarangatanga.   Heoi, ngƑ mate, 

haere!  Haere takahia atu ngƑ huarahi kua 

takahia e nga tƩpuna i mua atu i a koutou.  Haere 

atu ki ngƑ pƑ kƑenga o te ao wairua e kore nei o 

muri e hokia ð haere!  Haere!   Haere rƑ e hika 

mƑ!  

E ngƑ mate huhua o ngƑ Kƺti Rangatahi o te 

motu whƑnui tonu, koutou e takataka nei i 

waenga i a tƑtou, haere!   Waiho iho mƑtou ƺ 

koutou mƺrehu ki te ao tǆroa nei, poroporoaki 

atu ai , tangi atu ai mƺ koutou kua whakarere nei 

i a mƑtou i tƗnei tau. 

2016 has been a year of achievements:  

¶ The Rangatahi Court, produced a short 

video, NgƑ Kƺti Rangatahi o Aotearoa. 

¶ The Rangatahi and Pasifika Courts were 

recipients of the 2015 Australasian 

Institute of Judicial Excellence (AIJA) 

Award for Judicial Excellence  

¶ The Rangatahi Courts were recipient of the 

Institute of Public Administration New 

Zealand  (IPANZ) Public Sector Excellence 

Awards for Excellence in Crown -MƑori 

Relationships.  

¶ The Rangatahi and Pasifika Courts hosted 

a number of local international guests 

including Judge Chambers (President of 

the Childrenõs Court of Victoria, Australia ), 

and the Rt Hon David Lammy (UK), 

Marama Fox (MƑori Party Co-Leader), 

Alastair Scott MP, and Jacinda Adern MP.  

¶ The Rangatahi Courts have been the 
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subject of key -note speeches in a number of 

international conferences (two are noted in 

this issue).  

¶ We have had a change in leadership - 

Judge John Walker was appointed 

Principal Youth Court Judge in July.  

¶ We welcomed two new Youth Court Judges 

to the team. Judge James Johnston will be 

sitting in the Rangatahi Court.  

¶ Planning is underway for a 10 Year 

Anniversary of the Rangatahi Courts. Save 

the date: 26ñ27 May 2018 . Details will 

follow in the New Year.  

It is necessary to thank all of you who have 

worked tirelessly to support the operation of the 

Rangatahi Courts throughout Aotearoa New 

Zealand. Without the support of all involved, the 

Rangatahi Courts would not be able to function 

effectively and perform the excellent service that 

you all deliver. The work you are involved in is 

incredibly important for the rangatahi who 

appear before the Rangatahi Court: for their 

whƑnau, hapǆ, and iwi ; for the victims of their 

crimes; for the safety of the communities you all 

live in; and ultimately, for the future well -being 

of our country, Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Nƺ reira, rau rangatira mƑ, nei rƑ ngƑ mihi 

aroha e tuku atu nei ki a koutou . TƗnƑ hoki 

koutou i tƑ koutou i whakapau kaha ai i runga i 

te kaupapa o te Kƺti Rangatahi. Kia tau ngƑ 

manaakitanga a te Runga Rawa ki runga i a 

koutou mƺ te wƑ whakatƑ kei te tǆ mai nei. 

MƑna anƺ koutou katoa e manaaki e tiaki, mƺ 

Ƒke tonu atu. 

NƑku iti noa, nƑ  

KaiwhakawƑ Heemi Taumaunu  
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Pƺwhiri onto Te Poho o RƑwiri Marae in Gisborne, for the first 

ever Rangatahi Court sitting - 30 May 2008  

Do you know how the  

Rangatahi Court got its name? 
 

At its genesis, the Rangatahi Court was referred 

to as the Marae -Based Family Group Conference 

Plan Monitoring Youth Court. Judge Taumaunu 

was later asked, by the then Principal Youth 

Court Judge, Andrew Becroft, to suggest an ap-

propriate MƑori name for the Court.  

Initially, Judge Taumaunu asked his father, 

the late Hone Taumaunu, what a suitable name 

would be. His father suggested the name 

òRangatahi Courtó. After lengthy consultation 

with pƑkeke and elders from Te Poho o RƑwiri 

Marae, Manurewa Marae and Hoani Waititi 

Marae, it was decided that the appropriate name 

for the marae -based courts is NgƑ Kƺti Ranga-

tahi ð the Rangatahi Courts.  

The literal meaning of the word òrangatahió is 

òyouthó. The word òrangatahió also means ònew 

netó in the sense that it is used in the famous 

MƑori whakataukƩ (proverb ) - 

òKa pǆ te ruha, ka hao te rangatahió  

òThe old worn out net is cast aside and the new 

net goes fishingó 

The name òRangatahi Courtó reflects the ex-

pectation that young people will òcast aside the 

old, worn outó behaviors that have led them to 

appear in Court , and that they will adopt a ònew 

netó of positive, pro -social attitudes and behav-

iours to put them on the right track for the fu-

ture.  

The name Rangatahi Court became settled 

only shortly after the launch of the Hoani Waititi 

Rangatahi Court on 10 March 2010. Hoani 

Retimana Waititi, who the marae was named 

after, was the famous author of a series of te reo 

MƑori books called òTe Rangatahió (the new net ). 

Therefore, it is fitting that a Rangatahi Court 

now operates at Hoani Waititi Marae.  

E MƃHIO ANA KOE?      

© Gisborne Photo News , no.137, Nov 3, 1965 



Te KaiwhakawŃ Matua o te KƄti Taiohi 

Principal Youth Court for New Zealand 

 

Ko  Wharite te maunga  

Ko  Manawatu  te awa  

Ko Ulster Scots  te iwi  

Ko John Walker ahau  

 

Born in Ireland , and spending his very early 

life in a fishing village, Donaghadee,  Judge 

Walker moved to Aotearoa New Zealand with his 

whƑnau when he was 3 1/2  years old. His mother 

and father had decided that there were more 

opportunities for the family in NZ.  

His Honour spent his school years in 

Palmerston North, later moving to Wellington to 

study law at Victoria University. He was 

admitted to the bar in 1976 and practised as a 

barrister, in many areas of law (medical, resource 

management, civil litigation and criminal jury 

trials). He was a partner in  Macalister 

Mazengarb and  then a barrister in Harbour 

Chambers.  

It wasnõt until Judge Walker was appointed 

to the District Court Bench in 1994 and posted to 

Nelson, that he first went into a Youth Court -  

òAt the time, there were only two Judges in 

Nelson and we had to do it all .ó  

It didnõt take long for Judge Walker to 

develop an affinity for youth justice and the 

Youth Court.   He saw it as a Court  where the 

greatest changes in lives was possible.   

A solution -focussed judge, he saw the 

opportunity to take principles from the Youth 

Court and apply them in other areas of our 

justice system, particularly in the development of 

Court assisted interventions for alcohol and other 

drug dependency, including the establishment of 

the Youth Drug Court in Christchurch.  

During his time as Resident Judge for the 

Porirua District Court, Judge Walker encouraged 

better engagement between the Court and 

community by working closely with the mana 

whenua , NgƑti Toa, and the wider Porirua 

community and agencies. More recently, he has 

been leading the development of District Court 

responses to Family Violence.  

When asked about his view on the Rangatahi 

Court movement, his Honour replied:  

òI fully support the development of the 

Rangatahi Courts. They have been effective in 

building a much better connection between young 

people and their culture, and a much better 

connection between the Court and the community 

which it serves .ó 

Outside of the Courtroom, his interests 

include restoration of classic cars, architecture, 

fly fishing, gardening. woodworking, 

blacksmithing, photography, and many other 

distractions.  

And é in the theme of Christmas and summer: 

What dish are you most looking forward to 

on Christmas day?   We have a Mexican side to 

our extended family so something hot and spicy 

will  certainly be on the menu.  

Do you have any family Christmas -holiday 

traditions?   Musical performances ( including 

Irish ballads) are expected.  

What was the last book you read? "The 

Scottish Prisoner " - Diana Gabaldon  

What is playing on your iPod right 

now?  Aine Crehan   - think  Galway meets 

Nashville.  

Swim in a pool or the ocean?  I prefer to be on 

the water than in it .  

KANOHI KI TE KANOHI     Meet our new Judges  

Three consecutive Principal Youth Court Judges (L -R): Judge 

John Walker, Sir David Carruthers, Judge Andrew Becroft  
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KaiwhakawŃ Judge James Johnston 

District & Youth Court Judge 

 

Ko Hikurangi te maunga  

Ko Waiapu te awa  

Ko NgƑti Porou te iwi 

 

Judge James Johnston was sworn in on 10 

June at Wellington District Court.  

His Honour was admitted to the bar in 1989 and 

joined Wellington firm, Rainey Collins Lawyers, 

where he had been a partner since 1994  

Judge Johnston was a youth advocate for over a 

decade in Wellington. He was also the Lead Legal 

Counsel for the NgƑti Porou Treaty Settlement, a 

Trustee of the Henwood Trust. a past Convenor 

of the New Zealand Law Society Youth Justice 

Committee, and a member of the Ministry of 

Justice Independent Advisory Group  

What dish are you most looking forward to 

on Christmas day? My wifeõs marinated fish. 

Do you have any family Christmas holiday 

traditions? Yes, the whƑnau getting together is 

a must.  

What was the last book you read? Anne of 

Green Gables (with my daughter).  

What is playing on your iPod right now?

Coldplay.  

Swim in pool or the ocean? Ocean (Waikanae, 

Gisborne)  

Watch sports, or play sports? Both (hamstring 

permitting!)  

KaiwhakawŃ Judge Soana Moala 

District & Youth Court Judge 

 

òManukau is close to my 

heart. I am passionate about 

my community and the way 

that justice is delivered in 

it .ó 

 

Her Honour , a proud daughter of Tonga, grew 

up in Manukau, South Auckland. It is where she 

went to school, where she practised law for most 

of her career, and where she now presides as a 

District Court Judge.  

When she was 10 years old, her parents decided 

to leave their motherland in search of a better 

life for their whƑnau - òMy father is the leader of 

our family, and he is the person that has had the 

most influence on me. He is generous, humble, 

hard working  and honest .ó 

When asked what inspired her to get involved in 

youth justice , her Honour replied : òWhen I was at 

the Crown , I didnõt do any Youth Court work 

because it wasnõt as òcooló or òsexyó as doing jury 

trial work. Once I started doing Youth Court 

work, I found it really challenging with very 

interesting legal issues. This was due to the 

seriousness of the charges in the Manukau Youth 

Court and because I had to learn a whole new 

Act !ó  

What dish are you most looking forward to 

on Christmas day? Dad normally puts down an 

umu (Tongan hƑngi). This year , he said that 

there will be no umu and no pig on because it is a 

Sunday and he will be at Church (God takes 

priority on a Sunday). So, it looks like we might 

be having ham and turkey like other kiwis.  

Do you have any family Christmas holdiay 

traditions? Food is our family tradition.  

What was the last book you read? I am 

addicted to news, so, between the news of the 

world and reading for work, there is no time left 

for books.  

What is playing on your iPod right now? I 

donõt have an iPod, but i like old -school R&B.  

Swim in a pool or the ocean? Both.  

Watch sports, or play sports? Watch.  

KANOHI KI TE KANOHI     Meet our new Judges  
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Te KƄti Rangatahi ki MŃtaatua 

Emily Stannard, Research Counsel, provides a 

report on the wŃnanga held at Wairaka Marae, 

WhakatŃne. 

 

On 25 July 2015, about 40 youth justice 

stakeholders gathered at Wairaka Marae for a 

wƑnanga to discuss the progress of Te Kƺti 

Rangatahi ki MƑtaatua. It was an exciting day 

with lots of passionate people all in one place to 

discuss how the Court could be improved and 

share ideas for the future. There were 

representatives for every group that make the 

Rangatahi Courts work : kaumƑtua, the judiciary , 

youth advocates, lay advocates, Child Youth and 

Family Services, the Police, and the Ministry of 

Justice.  

Charlie Bluett was the kaiwhakahaere and 

Josh Kalan  (iwi liaison officer for Eastern Bay 

Police) was the facilitator for the day. Following 

whakawhƑnaungatanga (introductions ) where we 

all did our pepeha, it was into the wharekai 

(eating house) for morning tea. The kai (food), of 

course, was wonderful . Wairakaõs hospitality is 

well known.  

Enid Pryor , Manager of Te Tohu o NgƑti 

Awa Social and Health Services was the first 

speaker at the wƑnanga. She spoke about 

changes to the Service and its focus. There were 

interesting discussions about how to engage 

rangatahi (young people) and their whƑnau 

(families) straight after Court so that they could 

benefit from the programmes and for different 

organisations to be able communicate with each 

other .  Enabling the whole whƑnau to benefit 

from the Rangatahi Court process was a big 

theme throughout the day.  

She was followed by Chris Marjoribanks , 

manager of Tǆwharetoa ki Kawerau. He also 

addressed the practicalities of ensuring 

rangatahi had accesses to their services and 

ensuring that the Court was aware of the 

services and knew how to access them.  

Judge Louis Bidois focused on the 

practicalities of how the Court was run day to 

day and how things could be improved. There 

was really good discussion around this. He also 

showed a video which was shown at the 

Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration 

award ceremony.  

TE AHI KAA     The Home Fire  

In the last spot before lunch was Stella Black  

who is currently doing her PhD at the University 

of Auckland on the Rangatahi Courts as well as 

other specialist courts. She has observed many 

Rangatahi Court sittings and told us about her 

research and the differences between the Courts.  

Lunch was a good time for everyone to catch up 

and then we went back for an open floor 

discussion. KaumƑtua Maanu Paul  raised the 

issue of continuing to provide programmes and 

services for rangatahi once they leave the Court 

process. Youth advocates, Rachel Paul  and Steve 

Franklin,  also built on this. Lay advocate 

Hohepa McLean  spoke about the importance of 

culture in reaching offenders . KaumƑtua Tuhi 

Mate  and Ngamihi Crapp  also weighed in on the 

discussion, as did Chris Marjoribanks, lay 

advocates Tania McLean  and Vicki Paul,  and 

many others. Youth Court supervisor Graham 

Stewart  spoke about how important the 

Rangatahi Court was in reducing reoffending, and 

how low the reoffending rate was for rangatahi 

who went through the Court.  

This was the first wƑnanga for the MƑtaatua 

Rangatahi Court since it was established 5 years 

ago. It was a really great experience being around 

so many people who are enthusiastic about youth 

justice and who are looking to improve and 

strengthen the systemõs already in place. It was 

also neat to see what happens on the ground and 

all the detail, planning and mahi (work) that goes 

into making the Court a success. I think everyone 

left the marae feeling very well fed and looking 

forward to the Courtõs future. 

Back Row (L -R): Tracey Hillier, Tania McLean, Chris 

Marjoribanks, Peg Fong -May, Michelle Mellow, Graham Stewart, 

Renee Cruickshank, Te Tuhi Mate, Gene Tomlinson, Steve 

Franklin, Stella Black, Maurice Tooke, Melissa Richards, Ppp 

Brown, Carolyn Te Pou  

Front Row (L -R): Rachel Paul, Kurei Knight, Judy Tini, Maanu 

Paul, Charlie Bluett, Mina Timutimu  

WH ǔRANGI 5 NGǔ KǽTI RANGATAHI O AOTEAROA  WWW.DISTRICTCOURTS.CO.NZ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RWe2dY8Cgw

