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NOTES OF JUDGE R E NEAVE ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Stepanicic you are for sentence today on one charge of theft of a motor 

vehicle and I think 12 charges of burglary.  I conducted a sentencing indication when 

I indicated that taking into account the aggravating circumstances of this offending, 

particularly the scale of it, the level of intrusion into people’s lives and I have read 

the victim impact statements which reveal the very real feelings of invasion and 

personal insecurity that follows from burglaries, people are entitled to feel safe in 

their own homes and the intrusion of people coming in and not just stealing property 

but creating a mess inside the house will just mean that the place where people are 

most entitled to feel safe, they feel least safe and that is something of which you 

should be thoroughly ashamed and which is one of the real evils of burglary. 

[2] I took the view that a four year starting point given the level of offending on 

this occasion plus your appalling record of dishonesty was the bare minimum that I 

could adopt, however, I considered you were entitled to credit for the real effort that 



 

 

seemed to have been made at least while you were on remand to try and turn your 

life around.  You had been working towards obtaining legitimate qualifications so 

that you have a proper means of earning a living when you are released from prison.  

You seem to have been doing extremely good work with other inmates and all in all 

displaying a degree of responsibility which had previously been thoroughly lacking 

from your history.  All of those suggest that you have turned a corner although it will 

be up to you to make sure that you continue on that path because if you step off it for 

any reason, there is only one direction you are going and that is back to prison. 

[3] I indicated that a credit of six months was available and there is nothing in 

the pre-sentence report that requires me to change that in either direction.  I did note 

that reparation was not realistically on offer.  It is a slightly confusing situation 

anyway with a number of defendants involved and uncertainty about the actual 

amounts.  Also I am not sure that any realistic figure should be imposed upon you at 

this stage.  That is simply going to laden you down when you are released with 

further obstacles.  You have indicated that you were willing at all times to attend 

restorative justice and certainly were prepared to make some degree of reparation if I 

decided to order it and I think it is appropriate to give you a modest further credit for 

that although it will not be great.   

[4] So from the 48 months I will deduct the six months I have already indicated 

in my sentencing indication remarks.  I will give you a further two months credit for 

those factors that I have just indicated.  That brings me down to 40 months.  I 

indicated that 10 percent credit was available for your somewhat belated guilty plea 

and that brings me down to 36 months which is three years’ imprisonment and that is 

the sentence that is imposed on each of these charges. 

 

 
R E Neave 
District Court Judge 
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