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NOTES OF JUDGE G A REA ON SENTENCING 

 

 

[1] Mr Keeti, you have pleaded guilty to a charge of injuring with intent to injure 

and also breaching a protection order.  The facts make pretty grim reading.  You and 

the complainant had been in a relationship on and off for about six years.  On 

2 May 2014 you were served with a protection order.  That was for the protection of 

the complainant and her three children.   

[2] On 11 July last year both you and she were drinking at your house in 

[location deleted].  Later that evening after both of you had had quite a bit to drink 

you began to argue.  You have then struck the complainant punching her to the face 

with significant force.  That force was such that one of her bottom teeth came out.  

The complainant went to the ground in an attempt to protect herself from further 

punches.  While on the ground, the complainant felt something was wrong with her 

jaw as she had to hold it in place and could hear clicking noises.  She started to spit 

out clumps of blood onto the floor.  You have then grabbed an ice pack for her and 



 

 

you have expressed your sorrow for what you had done.  You then left and went to 

bed. 

[3] The following afternoon the complainant obtained transport to the hospital 

for medical assistance.  It was discovered that she received a fractured jaw from the 

blow that you had inflicted on her.  This required surgery to repair.  Additionally, she 

was missing a bottom tooth.  She had swelling to her gums and scratching and 

bruising to her face.  

[4] At the time, you declined to comment.  You elected trial by jury and the 

matter was all set to go to trial, in fact, the very day of the trial when you changed 

your plea.  The matter was then put off for a disputed fact hearing as to how many 

times you had punched her and how she had ended up on the floor.  I considered that 

did not have major relevance in sentencing.  It was the significance of the blow or 

blows that you struck that caused the damage which you accepted that was the prime 

feature in sentencing and it did not take a disputed facts hearing to sort that out 

because you accepted the damage that you had caused. 

[5] There is no doubt that you have been remorseful, however, that has to be 

tempered by the fact that you did not accept your responsibility for this until the very 

day that the jury was going to consider it.  Whether you were aware then that the 

complainant had turned up to give evidence or whether there was some other 

motivation for you to plead guilty, only you will know but it was certainly at the very 

latter part of the day. 

[6] It goes without saying that this is serious violence.  You have inflicted a blow 

to this lady that has caused her considerable grief.  You start, in my opinion, in the 

mid-point of what is called band 2 in Nuku v R [2012] NZCA 584 which is a 

sentence of about two years’ imprisonment.  There needs to be an uplift for your 

previous offending including the breach of protection orders which occurred while 

you were on bail for this and I set that at six months.  That comes to two years and 

six months.  You are entitled to a 10 percent reduction for the very late plea.  

Normally that 10 percent would be extremely generous in the context, however, I 

take into account the additional remorse that you have expressed, essentially from 



 

 

the time that you inflicted the blow and that reduces the overall sentence to two years 

and three months.  On the injuring with intent, you will be sentenced to two years 

and three months’ imprisonment.  On the breach of a protection order to 

nine months’ imprisonment.  The terms are concurrent running together making a 

total of two years and three months.  There are no release conditions.  You will be 

eligible to go before the parole board after one third of your sentence. 

 

 

G A Rea 

District Court Judge 


