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NOTES OF JUDGE J C MOSES ON SENTENCING 

 

[1] Mr Matangi, you are for sentence before me today on three different charges. 

[2] There is a charge of Summary Offences Act 1981 assault in relation to an 

incident on 29 November 2015.  At that time you were with your partner, there was 

an argument which resulted in you pushing the victim.  She lashed out trying to 

protect herself, you pushed her again and she fell back hitting her head on the back 

of a large pot plant.  Then whilst you were on bail for that matter on  

15 December 2015 there were two further charges to which you have pleaded guilty.  

Obviously the most serious of those is the charge of assault with intent to rob. 

[3] At approximately 3.00 pm on the afternoon the first victim was working as a 

security officer and had gone to a car dealers to uplift cash.  After collecting the cash 

he was walking back to his vehicle when he was confronted by you and another 

person.  You were holding a loaded double barrel shotgun which had been shortened.  



 

 

It was presented at his chest and demand made for him to hand over the keys to his 

vehicle.  He put his hands up, stepped away and refused to hand over the keys.  You 

continued to demand that he hand over the keys several times while pointing the 

shotgun at his chest.  You and your associate walked towards him, he retreated.  

Eventually he went to a position close to the road where you could be seen by other 

members of the public.  You then put the shotgun into a bag and ran off into an area 

where there was a large apartment block.  There you discarded some of your 

clothing. 

[4] You asked another person, who is the second victim, for his hi vis singlet, he 

refused.  You demanded more forcefully.  He then took off the singlet and gave it to 

you.  You put it on.  You were told by a foreman to leave because of safety issues 

you then went out on the road and was seen again by the first victim who had 

contacted the police.  You were followed and you were then apprehended by police a 

short distance away. 

[5] You have pleaded guilty at an early opportunity and you are entitled to a full 

discount for that. 

[6] I must impose a sentence which holds you accountable.  That means, 

Mr Matangi, it is a sentence you have got to realise that there are consequences for 

your actions and I am sure you are.  It also must be a sentence which deters other 

people from this kind of serious offending and publically denounces it. 

[7] In terms of the aggravating features.  I accept, as the Crown have put 

forward, that there was premeditation.  It clearly had some planning.  There were 

more than one participant, there was a use of a loaded shotgun and threatened 

violence. 

[8] I have been referred to a number of cases by both in the submissions that the 

Crown filed and also in cases that have been referred to by your own lawyer.  I am of 

the view that this falls into a category where the appropriate starting point for the 

most serious charge of assault with intent to rob is that of six and a half years’ 

imprisonment.  There does need to be an uplift for the other offences and also the 



 

 

fact that this offending took place whilst you were on bail for the assault.  I am going 

to limit that uplift to six months which takes the overall starting point to seven years’ 

imprisonment or 84 months’ imprisonment.  I then am prepared to reduce that by 

virtue of your guilty plea and an element of remorse and for those reasons I am 

prepared to reduce the starting point by some two years or 24 months’ which takes 

the end point down to that of five years’ imprisonment.  I am not going to impose 

any minimum period of imprisonment. 

[9] So, the end sentence in relation to the charge of assault with intent to rob will 

be five years’ imprisonment. 

[10] On the other two charges, you are convicted and sentenced to two months’ 

imprisonment on each, they are concurrent. 

[11] So, that the end sentence is that of five years’ imprisonment. 

[12] I do want to end by saying, Mr Matangi, that you are fortunate to have such a 

large supportive family here.  I am well aware that this is not going to be an easy 

time for you.  It is not an easy time for them either to see someone that they no doubt 

love be sentenced to imprisonment for a lengthy period of time.  I have no doubt that 

they will continue to support you during your time in prison and on your release. 

[13] The Parole Board will no doubt take into account the steps that you take 

during your time in prison to address any of the issues that have led you to really 

commit this serious offending which is of a different nature and degree of 

seriousness, than you have ever been involved in previously. 

[14] There is a pre-sentence report which I have also read, and that also indicates 

that you are a man with plenty of ability.  What you want to do with the rest of your 

life is going to be up to you, but you are still going to be a relatively young man 

when you are released and you will have the opportunity to be a contributing 

member of society on your release, and also contributing member to your family.  I 

am sure that nothing would give them greater pleasure than the fact that you did not 



 

 

return to prison.  Whether that is the situation is going to be up to you, but you will 

be given opportunities for people to assist you in that regard. 

[15] So the end sentence is that of five years’ imprisonment. 

[16] There is an order for the destruction of the firearm. 

 

 

 

 

J C Moses 

District Court Judge 


