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NOTES OF JUDGE R E NEAVE ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Reihana you are for sentence today on three charges, one of aggravated 

robbery, one of attempted aggravated robbery and one of unlawful possession of a 

firearm.  The attempted aggravated robbery occurred on 16 March when you and an 

associate went to Robbies Bar and Bistro in Cranford Street.  You were disguised, 

armed with a shotgun, waited until one of the female staff members came out at 

closing time and confronted her and told her to get inside in no uncertain terms.  She 

screamed, ran inside, made her way to the kitchen and called the police. 

[2] The patron who was following her outside saw what had happened and tried 

to shut the door against your entry into the premises.  You managed to get the barrel 

of the shotgun past the door area which stopped the door from being able to be shut 

and the patron was struggling to keep the door shut screaming for assistance.  You 

were trying to force the gun through the door, told him it was a holdup and told him 

to back off and during the course of the struggle a shotgun was fired twice, one went 



 

 

into the floor of the bar, the other into the roof.  The male patron who displayed 

conspicuous bravery refused to let go of the door and you ran off.  The risks in such 

situation need no further elaboration from me and you are extremely lucky that you 

are not standing in the dock in the High Court facing a murder charge. 

[3] Fortunately while all the people were shaken, no-one was injured.  Not 

content with that, with the same associate on 5 April, about three weeks later you 

went to another tavern in Centaurus Road, again disguised yourself, armed yourself 

with firearms, hid outside waiting for the staff to leave.  Clearly very similar 

modus operandi.  A staff member left about 12.10 am, leaving the front door 

unlocked and other staff members inside.  You entered, presented a firearm at two of 

the staff members coming to within two or three metres and pointing the gun at 

them. You told them to get on the floor and took two of the victims into the office 

area at gunpoint.  You then alerted your second man to come inside.  You demanded 

that a staff member unlock and empty the contents of a safe into the backpack that 

you had brought with you.  He began to empty the contents of the safe into the 

backpack whilst other staff members remained on the floor obviously petrified. 

[4] While all this was going on, another staff member arrived to clean the office 

area unaware of the drama that was unfolding inside and as he opened the door he 

was confronted by you with a gun pointed to his chest.  You told him to get down 

and that you would shoot him.  He was kicked in the course of the encounter.  He 

was also struck with the butt of the rifle to the left shoulder and stomach area and 

kicked on the bottom. 

[5] Firearms continued to be aimed at the victims while all the safe contents were 

emptied and put into the backpacks and approximately $26,000 worth of proceeds 

from the weekend’s takings and poker machine floats were stolen. 

[6] You tried to bind the victims before leaving and then left the scene with the 

cash.  One of the victims who was struck suffered treatment for a strained shoulder 

and back and some bruising by the sound of it on the bottom.  Other than that no-one 

was physically hurt. 



 

 

[7] You have also pleaded guilty to being in possession of a firearm which was 

located on a search of your address but I must deal with you on the basis that that is 

not linked to the aggravated robberies.  That cannot be confirmed and I do not take 

that into account. 

[8] You have got a very poor record with a history of involvement in drugs, non-

compliance with Court orders such as protection orders, but interestingly enough, a 

very limited history insofar as violence is concerned, so this is very much a step up 

from your previous past behaviour. 

[9] A sentencing indication took place shortly before the trial was due to 

commence on the basis that there was an aggravated robbery and an attempted 

aggravated robbery revealed by those facts.  I took the view that on the basis of the 

submissions of both parties, the need to maintain totality and the sentences that had 

been imposed on co-offenders, that a starting point of 11 years was appropriate.  That 

did not include any additional penalty for the possession of the firearm.  I see 

nothing which requires me to take a different view of that.  This was serious 

offending on any view of it.   

[10] However, there are a number of features which operate to your credit which 

means I am able to step back significantly from that starting point.  Much of this has 

already been discussed but I do need I think just for the record to confirm the nature 

of those discussions.  The first and I think the most significant point is that your 

offending has in many respects over a long period of time been driven by your 

association with gangs.  It is perhaps a little bit of a cliché and I observed as much I 

think to counsel in the course of our discussions, but there are certainly cases of a 

man being saved by the love of a good woman and it seems to me that you are 

exactly in that situation.  You have formed a very positive relationship with the 

woman who has shown herself to be an excellent influence on you and you are 

intelligent enough to realise that she is someone you want to keep hold of and I think 

you are also smart enough to realise there is only one way you are going to do that 

and that is by following through on the steps you have already taken. 



 

 

[11] You have handed back your gang patch.  Now that sounds on the face of it, to 

those of us perhaps that do not know much about these sorts of things, nothing of 

great significance but I am aware of the very profound importance and symbolism of 

that act.  I am also aware that that is something that gangs do not necessarily take 

very lightly to and that to do so requires both physical and moral courage and I have 

said from this bench on numerous occasions that those who take those steps should 

be encouraged to do so and should receive an appropriate reward.   

[12] I have indicated in my sentencing remarks that nine months credit should be 

given for those steps but you have followed through on that and I do propose to 

increase the amount to some extent to reflect on the fact that you followed through 

on the promise affectively that you made to me last time. 

[13] In addition, I was prepared to give you some credit for the changes that you 

were talking about making but I think I can give that further credit as well because 

you have clearly indicated a willingness to address alcohol and drug issues. The 

pre-sentence report is not the most favourable one I have ever seen but to some 

extent it changes throughout the course of it and what is said at the beginning is not 

necessarily a reflection of the conclusions that are reached at the end of that report 

and you have displayed a desire to work on alcohol and drug issues, obviously with a 

view to assisting your release but also as part of the necessary steps you have to take 

if you want to turn your relatively short term relationship with Ms Smith into 

something longer.  It is my understanding that she expects this of you and I am 

hoping that you will follow through. 

[14] The pre-sentence report perhaps casts some doubt about any questions of 

remorse but I have heard the letter that you have read to me this morning and in the 

circumstances I think I can take it at face value.  Sometimes one hears these things 

and we take them with more than a few grains of salt but I think you are genuine and 

you have displayed a degree of insight into your behaviour and the effect that your 

behaviour has had on other people which I do not think is mere lip service and if it 

is, you will lose Ms Smith.  I do not think I can put it any plainer than that.  So I am 

prepared to give you some more credit for that than I was intending to do. 



 

 

[15] We had reached the point because of the combination of circumstances, that 

notwithstanding the late nature of your plea, that you could receive full credit for 

your plea of guilty and you will receive that.   

[16] So starting from 11 years, as I indicated, I will give you a full year’s credit 

for your steps in removing yourself from the gang which is greater than I was 

proposing to give you.  That brings me down to 10 years.  I will give you a further 

six months credit for the changes that you have made and the understanding that you 

have displayed, that is a further credit from what I was prepared to give you.  That 

brings me down to 114 months.  I will give you the full credit of a quarter, I think 

rounded up slightly which brings me down to a total sentence of 

seven years six months imprisonment which I impose on both the aggravated 

robbery and the attempted aggravated robbery concurrently reflecting the totality of 

your offending and the possession of a firearms charge is nine months imprisonment.  

That is a concurrent term.  By my reading that should have you before the Parole 

Board in the not too distant future.  You had expressed the view that you are very 

keen to have drug and alcohol treatment.  I can only urge the authorities to make that 

available to you as soon as possible.  I am afraid I have no power to direct.  I can do 

no more than urge them to make sure you receive that assistance. Mr Glover I hope 

that will assist in that regard. 

 

Discussion regarding Mr Reihana providing a copy of his letter to be made available 

to the victims. 

[17] I think that would be excellent.  I think that would be very helpful. 

 

 
R E Neave 
District Court Judge 
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