
EDITORIAL NOTE: NAMES AND/OR DETAILS IN THIS JUDGMENT HAVE 
BEEN ANONYMISED. 
 

R v JOE CRAVEN [2016] NZDC 16040 [17 August 2016] 

 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
AT HAMILTON 

CRI-2016-019-000899 
[2016] NZDC 16040 

 
THE QUEEN 

 
 
v 

 
 

JOE CRAVEN 
 
 
Hearing: 

 
17 August 2016 

 
Appearances: 

 
S Gilbert for the Crown 
L Wilkins for the Defendant 

 
Judgment: 

 
17 August 2016 

 
 

NOTES OF JUDGE K B F SAUNDERS ON SENTENCING 

 

[1] Mr Craven, you are for sentence today on three charges; assault on a child, 

male assaults female and wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.  You 

pleaded guilty to those charges, following a sentence indication by me earlier this 

year where I indicated an end sentence of imprisonment for three years and nine 

months. 

[2] The offending was serious, Mr Craven, and in terms of sentencing you today, 

the lead charge is the wounding.  That occurred on 10 and 11 February this year at 

home and it occurred at a time when your son was present.  You lost your temper 

with your wife.  There were allegations that she was being unfaithful.  You held her 

up against furniture, you strangled her with such force that she was unable to 

breathe; she ended up on the floor.  You kicked her in her face and ribs and punched 

her about 20 times to the face.   



 

 

[3] It was serious, gratuitous violence to your wife of some 16 years.  When her 

skirt rode up during the assault, you put your hand between her legs and you grabbed 

her genitals causing her real pain.   

[4] Your son was present.  He heard what was going on and called the emergency 

services.  As a result of the assault on your ex-wife, she was bruised on her legs, she 

had nerve damage to her face, she suffered a broken upper jaw, a broken nose, a 

broken cheek bone, she required surgeries to keep her jaw in place and she was on 

pain killers for a month. 

[5] There is no restorative justice conference Mr Craven and the report simply 

states that a conference was unable to be convened. 

[6] As to the assault on your son, that occurred on 18 September last year.  

He was sitting in your chair watching television and he had his headphones on.  

He would not move when you asked him to do so.  You stood in front of him and you 

kicked him in the chest using the heel of your foot.  He was left with a bruise and he 

was 13 years old at the time. 

[7] I accept from the material that has been put before me Mr Craven, including 

the pre-sentence report and the s 38 report that there were real issues in terms of the 

breakdown of your relationship that led to your offending on this occasion.   

[8] The references that Mr Wilkins has provided to me, and I have read 

(including the letter that you have written), all speak of you as being honest, reliable, 

caring, decent, hardworking [details deleted], and a man where violence of this sort 

is out of character.  And indeed the pre-sentence report speaks of you being no risk 

of reoffending. 

[9] I accept all that, Mr Craven, and I acknowledge the support you have from 

friends and family in Court today.  I also acknowledge the genuine remorse that you 

express in your letter, but you find yourself now, Mr Craven, because of your 

reaction to what was happening in your life and turning to drugs, in a situation where 

you are going to be imprisoned for some time. 



 

 

[10] Mr Wilkins tells me that you have a good support network and you will 

perhaps be the exception to the norm, that when you are released from prison, you 

will continue to be a contributing member of society. 

[11] As I have said, this was extreme, unprovoked violence, Mr Craven, with the 

aggravating factors of striking your ex-wife’s head and the injury to her in the 

context of domestic violence, warranting the starting point I indicated of five years’ 

imprisonment.  The assault on your son warranted a cumulative sentence  

stand-alone of three months. 

[12] Giving you a 25 percent credit for a guilty plea, that got me down to about 

three years and nine months’ imprisonment.   But since then, Mr Craven, as I said, 

there are further matters that have been brought to my attention and the Crown 

sensibly accepts would warrant a further discount.  Significantly, that is an 

immediate payment by way of emotional harm to the victim of $2000 and I indicate 

that I give you a further credit of 15 percent on that sentence indication. 

[13] The sentence is accordingly as follows, Mr Craven: 

(a) On charge 4, wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, you 

are sentenced to imprisonment for three years and two months and 

you are ordered to make an emotional harm payment to the victim of 

$2000.   

(b) On charge 2, the charge of male assaults female, you are sentenced to 

a concurrent term of six months’ imprisonment. 

(c) On charge 1, assault of a child, I have already taken into account the 

cumulative nature of that in coming to the sentence on the wounding 

charge, so that is simply a sentence of three months’ concurrent. 

[14] Three years and two months in total, Mr Craven, and I wish you well. 

 
 
 
K B F Saunders 
District Court Judge 
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