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NOTES OF JUDGE J C MOSES ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Laban, you are for sentence before me today on nine different charges.  

The first charge and the most serious of those charges is a charge of manufacturing a 

Class A controlled drug, namely methamphetamine, that carries with it a maximum 

sentence of life imprisonment.  In addition to that charge, there are charges of 

possessing a precursor with intent to manufacture, there are charges of unlawful 

possession of ammunition, unlawful possession of a firearm, unlawful possession of 

pistols and possession of other materials with intent to use them in breach of the 

Misuse of Drugs Act 1975. 

[2] You have pleaded guilty to these charges.  I have received very helpful 

submissions from Mr Krebs, who has done a very good job in terms of outlining 

some of the background to this which has persuaded me to take a slightly lesser 

starting point and end point, than otherwise, might have been available in the 

circumstances. 



 

 

[3] The brief facts on which I must sentence you are that you had been, at the 

time of this offending which was in April 2015, employed and living in 

Mangere Bridge with your wife and children.  You were an associate of another 

person who was subject to these charges.  The police executed a search warrant on 

14 April 2015.  They located in your garage, two firearms in a black bag.  There was 

also a revolver with seven rounds found in the same case, and two 12 gauge shotgun 

rounds.  There was a CCTV camera, television and buzzer in the garage to monitor 

vehicles and pedestrians walking into the address.  Inside the garage there were 

utensils related to smoking and distributing methamphetamine.  In front of the 

property there was another trailer and within that trailer there was a guitar case 

containing a 12 gauge shotgun which had been shortened.  An examination of those 

firearms located your fingerprints on a plastic container holding four rounds of .22 

ammunition. 

[4] You had been renting out a garage at another address in Wattle Downs from 

an associate.  The police conducted a search of those premises and located a 

clandestine drug laboratory for the purposes of manufacturing methamphetamine. 

Inside the garage there were a large number of items which I will not list, but they 

are all associated with the manufacture of methamphetamine.  Also located in a 

container in the garage was another revolver and also another 12 gauge shotgun. 

[5] In terms of the Sentencing Act 2002, I have to impose a sentence which holds 

you accountable which means you have got to realise, as I am sure you do today, that 

there are consequences for your actions.  I must also impose a sentence which deters, 

that means put you off and others off from this kind of behaviour, which is obviously 

serious offending, and I also must publically denounce your behaviour. 

[6] You have come before another Judge for a sentence indication and had been 

given an indication of a starting point of six years’ imprisonment for the manufacture 

of methamphetamine, and uplifts for other charges.  You did not accept that sentence 

indication.  I have heard some explanation for that which I do not need to comment 

on and rule on because at the end of the day, despite the fact that there was some 

further analysis which indicated perhaps a greater amount of methamphetamine 

having been manufactured, I am not going to go away from the six year starting 



 

 

point for that charge.  There do need to be increases, firstly, for the other material 

located however I will limit the increase for the other drug offending to that of 

six months, and then secondly, there will be a further uplift for 18 months to reflect 

the firearms charges.  So, that the overall starting point for this offending is that of 

eight years’ imprisonment, or 96 months’ imprisonment.  From that starting point 

you are entitled to discounts. 

[7] Once again I have received and read a pre-sentence report, and also the 

submissions of your lawyer, Mr Krebs.  He has urged on me to give a full reduction 

of some 25 percent because of the issues that he has raised.  I am not prepared to do 

that, and I do not think it is appropriate, bearing in mind the late point in time that 

guilty pleas were entered.  What I am prepared to do is reduce the sentence by 

15 percent because of your guilty pleas, and a further five percent because of your 

personal circumstances. 

[8] I have read some material that has been supplied to me, and a lot of people 

have said good things about you.  This is perhaps best reflected in the fact that you 

have got so much support here in Court today.  That says something about you.  It 

also says that despite having got involved in this very serious offending, your family 

members see and friends see qualities in you that are outside what I have read in the 

summary of facts.  I have read your letter, and I take that into account also.  You 

accept that you got into the wrong crowd and made some very bad decisions that led 

to you developing a drug habit yourself, and that this has flowed from that.  You say 

you have been sober and clean since January and that you want to change your ways, 

not only for yourself, but also for your family.  I am sure there is nothing that would 

please your family more than you in fact do do that.  You are still going to be a 

relatively young man when you are released from prison with a lot of your life ahead 

of you, and a lot of opportunity to show to yourself and to your family that you are 

able to make those changes which you want to.  I am sure you want to do that, not 

only for yourself and for your children and be a part of their lives.  One of the ways 

you can do that is by using the time that you spend before you are eligible for parole 

well by addressing and attending some further programmes that will be made 

available to you during your period in custody.  I am pleased to see that you have 

already started and it is clear from the photos that you have sent up, that family 



 

 

means an awful lot to you.  It is important that you do think of them, and your own 

future first, rather than trying to go down any shortcut routes to try and get financial 

gain, which has led you to where you are here today. 

[9] As I say, I am prepared to give you a 20 percent reduction because of those 

factors.  That reduces the overall starting point by some 19 months and ends at 

77 months or six years and five months’ imprisonment.  That is the sentence that I 

impose today in relation to charge 1, the manufacturing charge. 

[10] On the remaining charges, you are convicted and sentenced to 18 months’ 

imprisonment.  They will all be concurrent, namely, at the same time. 

[11] So, as I say, the final sentence will be that of six years five months’ 

imprisonment. 

[12] Finally, I just make an order for the destruction of the firearms, ammunition 

and the equipment that was used to manufacture the methamphetamine. 

 

 
 
J C Moses 
District Court Judge 
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