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NOTES OF JUDGE G A REA ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Waikato, you are finally here for sentence today on nine burglaries and 

two driving charges. 

[2] The burglaries involved losses of over $50,000 and they come at a time when 

you as a mature man have ample previous convictions for the same thing.  The 

reason why the matter has taken so long to get dealt with is because of your health 

issues.  You have a disease that has caused major difficulties for you and the 

sentencing was originally put off for some months after your plea because of that.   

[3] However, the time has come where the Court simply has to impose a sentence 

at this stage.  It may well be that as a result of this sentence you are able to make 

application to the Parole Board under the Parole Act 2002 for compassionate release 

or for some other consideration but that will be a matter for you, Mr Jefferson and 

the Parole Board. 



 

 

[4] I do not consider it is necessary to go through all of the details of the charges.  

Originally Judge Adeane gave a sentence indication of a starting point of six years’ 

imprisonment.  The Crown accept that because you have not been convicted of all of 

the charges included in that sentence indication a reduced starting point can be 

arrived at.   

[5] Accordingly in relation to each of these charges when looked at in their 

entirety, I think the appropriate starting point is one of five years’ imprisonment.  

There does need to be an uplift to reflect the fact that you have multiple previous 

similar convictions and that is set at six months.  I consider that that five year and 

six months as a starting point needs to be reduced down to four years to reflect your 

current health situation and the difficulty that serving any sentence would represent 

for you.   

[6] You are entitled to a discount of 15 percent in relation to your late pleas of 

guilty and therefore on the burglary charges you are sentenced to three years and 

three months’ imprisonment on each charge.  The terms are concurrent, running 

together, making a total of three years and three months.   

[7] On the failing to stop you are convicted and discharged.  On the driving while 

suspended you are sentenced to one months’ imprisonment.  The terms of 

imprisonment are concurrent, running together, making a total of three years and 

three months.  You are disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for a 

period of one year and that starts today. 

[8] For completeness, so that anybody looking at this at a later time understands 

the basis upon which you were sentenced, I direct that the comprehensive summary 

of facts be annexed to these sentencing notes.  It is not necessary in my view at this 

stage for me to go through them in any more detail.  

 

 
G A Rea 
District Court Judge 
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