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NOTES OF JUDGE J C MOSES ON SENTENCING 

 

[1] Mr Sefa, you are for sentence today on a charge of sexual connection with 

a young person.  The summary of facts discloses you are, 29 years of age, and the 

victim is your stepdaughter.  She is currently 14 years of age.  Between August 2015 

and January 2016 you engaged in sexual intercourse with the victim on 

three separate occasions.  She was aged between 13 and 14 at the time.  On the first 

occasion your wife had left an address and whilst she was out of the house you 

engaged in sexual intercourse with the victim.  Again, between September and 

October 2015, [details of living arrangements deleted].  You dropped your wife at 

work [details deleted], leaving yourself alone with the victim and [details deleted].  

After returning from having dropped your wife off at work you engaged in sexual 

intercourse with her.  On the third occasion between September and December 2015, 

again you dropped your wife at work [details deleted] and engaged in sexual 

intercourse with the victim. 



 

 

[2] During the Christmas break the victim [details deleted].  In February this year 

she became unwell and was advised that she was pregnant.  It is believed you are the 

father of that child.  You spoke to the police and admitted being the victim’s 

stepfather.  You knew that she had turned 14 on [date deleted] 2015 and admitted 

having sex with her on three occasions.  You advised that you knew it was wrong to 

engage in sexual activity with her due to her age, and your relationship and you 

believe that you were the father of the unborn child. 

[3] You have pleaded guilty to this charge and I have received helpful 

submissions from both the Crown and your lawyer.  They have referred to a number 

of cases.  In terms of the Sentencing Act 2002, I must impose a sentence which holds 

you accountable for what you have done, deters you and others, and denounces this 

kind of behaviour. 

[4] It is clear that there are a number of aggravating features.  Firstly, the extent 

of the harm to the victim, who was only 13 and/or 14, and who became pregnant as 

a result of this offending.  There is no victim impact report before me, and 

I understand that she has not been co-operative with the authorities in recent times.  

The reality is, however, that clearly where a pregnancy for such a young girl has 

occurred there are going to be significant consequences for her.  Another aggravating 

feature is the abuse of trust.  You were in a parental position with this young girl.  

Thirdly, is the vulnerability of the victim.  She was 13 and 14 at the time of this 

offending and you were in your late 20s.  The Crown submit that there was some 

premeditation.  If there was, I do not consider that to be a majorly aggravating 

feature. 

[5] The Crown have referred to a number of cases and submit on the basis of 

those cases that between four and four and a half years’ imprisonment is an 

appropriate starting point.  I agree with them that that range of sentence is the 

appropriate starting point.  I take as a starting point four years, two months’ 

imprisonment or 50 months’ imprisonment.  I then reduce the starting point by 

20 percent by virtue of the fact that you are 29 years of age, and have no previous 

convictions.  Also, I have letters here from your employer, from your church, and it 

is clear that before this offending took place you have been a contributing member of 

society.  Those combined factors, in my view, warrant a 20 percent reduction of 



 

 

10 months, which takes the starting point to 40 months’ imprisonment.  I then reduce 

the starting point by a further 25 percent to reflect guilty plea and some remorse.  

I note there have been letters written on your behalf and you were willing to 

undertake a restorative justice meeting.  There are perhaps some comments in the 

pre-sentence report which are not as helpful in terms of remorse as they might be 

but, be that as it may, I am prepared to give a 25 percent reduction. 

[6] That takes the end-point down to that of 30 months or two and a half years’ 

imprisonment.  Because that is more than two years’ imprisonment I do not need to 

consider whether or not home detention should be imposed.  For the record, 

however, my view, bearing in mind the seriousness of this offending and the 

consequences for the victim, even if a sentence had got down to that level, a sentence 

of home detention in my view would not have met the principles of the 

Sentencing Act 2002. 

[7] Mr Sefa, I note that you have got some family support here in Court.  It is 

clearly a difficult time for them.  It is a difficult time for you.  You will come before 

the Parole Board in due course and they will take into account how you have 

conducted yourself during your sentence, whether you have attended and completed 

any programmes in prison, and whether you are prepared to attend any programmes 

either in prison or on release.  There does seem to be an issue of sexual arousal that 

needs to be addressed, whether that is done in custody or on release is a matter for 

the Parole Board.   

[8] This offending has affected, as you have admitted, not only yourself, not only 

the victim, but it has also affected your family.  It is important that you use the time 

that you have before you are paroled to the best of your ability so that you can 

address whatever underlying issues there are, so that you are not ever back before the 

Court on this or any other type of offence.  For the reasons I have indicated, the end 

sentence is that of two and a half years’ imprisonment. 

 
 
 
 
 
J C Moses 
District Court Judge 
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