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[1] Mr Jeeve the first thing I have to do is give you what is known as a strike 

warning under the first strike regime.  Given your convictions for this sexual 

offending which, amongst other things, includes rape you are now subject to the 

three strikes law.  I am now going to give you a warning of the consequences of 

another serious violence conviction.  You will also be given a written notice 

outlining these consequences which lists the serious violent offences. 

[2] If you are convicted of any serious violent offences, other than murder, 

committed after this warning, and if a Judge imposes a sentence of imprisonment, 

then you will serve that sentence without parole or early release.  If you are 



 

 

convicted of murder committed after this warning then you must be sentenced to life 

imprisonment.  That will be served without parole unless it would be manifestly 

unjust.  In that event the Judge must sentence you to a minimum term of 

imprisonment.  As I say I have to give you that warning under our law but it relates 

to any offences that you may commit into the future.  You will be given a copy of the 

relevant notices in the warning. 

[3] The next thing I want to do is make it clear that I am granting you permanent 

name suppression in order to protect the identity of the victim in this matter, your 

stepdaughter Annie.   

[4] Mr Jeeve you are for sentence today because you have pleaded guilty to nine 

charges.  They include: 

  two charges of sexual violation by rape;  

 one charge of sexual violation by unlawful sexual connection;   

 one charge of abduction for the purposes of sexual connection;   

 one charge of attempted sexual violation;  two charges of sexual 

conduct with a child under 12, one of those charges being 

representative in nature;  and  

 two charges of sexual conduct with a  young person aged between 12 

and 16 years, again one of those charges being representative in 

nature.   

The maximum penalty on the sexual violation charges (the most serious of the 

charges) is 20 years' imprisonment.   

[5] The facts relating to this case are set out in an agreed summary of facts.  You 

are the stepfather to the victim in this matter, who has recently turned 16.  You both 

resided at a residential home here in Christchurch, along with the victim’s mum, 

your wife, and also your biological [age deleted] daughter.  You and the victim’s 



 

 

mum began a relationship [date and location details deleted].  A year or so later you 

moved in together, along with Annie, who was then aged about four or five years 

old.  Over the following years you all lived together in a number of different 

addresses in [location deleted] and in [date deleted] you and Annie’s mum together 

had a daughter.  [Details deleted]. Your family briefly moved to Australia for several 

months but then returned to [location deleted]. In [date deleted] you moved to 

Christchurch as a family.   On 26 January this year, 2016, Annie, who was at that 

stage 15, went to the [suburb deleted] Police Station to report what had been 

occurring over a long period of time.  She was interviewed and during that interview 

disclosed the following, none of which you dispute.  

[6] Sometime between the period when she was eight and 10 years old – so 2008 

to 2010 – at [location deleted] you ate chocolate off her bare stomach.  At the same 

time you ate some chocolate off her vagina.  She recalls that this was the first time 

that you sexually assaulted her.   

[7] In the years following the sexual assaults became more serious and on many 

occasions over the next six to seven years you would rub your penis against her 

vagina.  She thought this occurred around about once a week when her mum, your 

wife, was not home.  This continued during the time you were in [location deleted] 

and also for the period that you lived as a family in Australia.  It also continued when 

you moved to Christchurch as a family in [date deleted].   

[8] Annie said that just after Christmas 2015 she was at home with you and your 

other daughter, that is Annie’s younger sister.  You approached Annie as she was in 

her bedroom.  You removed her clothes and inserted your penis into her vagina as 

she lay on the bed.  A short time later you removed your penis and ejaculated on her 

stomach and wiped it up with your t-shirt.  You told her not to tell anyone and that 

you were trying to stop what it was that you had been doing over the preceding 

years.  That accounts for one of the charges of rape.   

[9] On 22 January this year she was again at home in Christchurch with you and 

her younger sister.  She asked you if she could go to the beach for the day.  You 

contacted her mum, your wife, by text and sought approval for this.  A short time 



 

 

later Annie went to your room as you were going to give her some money for the bus 

trip to the beach.  When she entered the room you pushed her onto your bed and 

removed her clothing and underwear.  She thrashed her arms around in an attempt to 

break free, however you held her down and forced your penis between her breasts.  

As you held the complainant, the victim Annie, on the bed you spat on your hand 

and wiped it around her genital area for lubrication. You inserted your penis into her 

vagina and shortly afterwards removed it to ejaculate on her stomach, wiping it up 

again with a t-shirt.  You then gave her $20 and she left to head to the beach.   

[10] Four days later, on 26 January, she was in her bedroom and her mum was at 

work.  You entered her bedroom, grabbed her, put her onto her bed lying face up and 

tied her wrists to the headboard using her dressing gown belt.  Again she was 

physically protesting.  You said you wanted to have sex with her.  You stayed in the 

room for about five minutes then untied her and apologised.  That accounts for the 

charge of abduction for the purpose of sexual connection.   

[11] You went outside for a coffee and a cigarette but about 30 minutes later re-

entered Annie’s room and told her that you had changed your mind.  You picked her 

up from where she was sitting, threw her onto the bed and pulled down her pants and 

underwear.  You attempted to put your penis into her vagina as she lay on her 

stomach.  As this happened she called out for her younger sister to call the police.  

You placed your hand over her mouth and told her to shut up and that if she did not 

be quiet you would rip her to shreds.  You continued unsuccessfully trying to 

penetrate Annie’s vagina but you were unable to obtain an erection.  You did, 

however, ejaculate on her back a short time afterwards and again wiped it up with a 

t-shirt.  Annie then left the bedroom, locked herself in the bathroom and called her 

boyfriend for help from a cellphone.  He arrived a short time later and accompanied 

Annie to the police station where your offending was disclosed. 

[12] Shortly after that you arrived at the police station saying that you wished to 

hand yourself in to the police.  You admitted the facts as I have outlined them.  You 

said that you viewed yourself as a disgrace of a person that needed to be locked 

away.  You said that you could not control your urges and acknowledged that they 

had become increasingly violent over time.   



 

 

[13] So those, Mr Jeeve, are the facts on which I have to base the sentence and I 

do not think I need to tell you that this is a very serious case of long-term sexual 

abuse of a person who you ought to have protected.   

[14] You have no previous convictions at all.  You would ordinarily be entitled to 

some credit for that.  But the fact that your offending has been going on for a number 

of years, in my view, means that any credit I can give you for your prior good 

character must be modest.  I have read the victim impact statements from both Annie 

and your wife and, as you know, Annie has read her statement today.  They are sad.   

What is clear is that apart from this offending you were a very important part of the 

family unit.  Not only has your offending undoubtedly damaged Annie in a sexual 

sense, it has torn the family to bits with all that that entails, emotionally, physically 

and psychologically.  Not uncommonly in a case like this, Annie and your wife do 

not so much want for you to be punished as they do for you to get help.   

[15] A pre-sentence report and a psychological report have been prepared.  When 

interviewed by the pre-sentence report writer you presented as having two 

personalities.  You openly talked about the wicked things that you have done but 

referred to the perpetrator as the evil you.  The psychologist who examined you felt 

that this may be a strategy on your part to avoid properly confronting what it is that 

you have done.  It is clear from the reports that you have some mental health issues 

and are in a fragile state.  Although your mental state, it seems, has stabilised 

somewhat and I understand from a comment you made at the start of today that you 

have recently moved out of the At Risk Unit in the prison.   

[16] In the middle of last year you attempted suicide but, despite that, there is no 

question, on the basis of the information that I have, that you knew what you were 

doing and you knew it was wrong.  You are unquestionably remorseful for what you 

have done and the damage that you have wrought upon your family.  You are 

apparently willing to get treatment in prison and there are treatment programmes in 

there designed specifically for people who have offended as you have.   

[17] In submissions the Crown has said that your offending involves a variety of 

aggravating features, including premeditation, threats of violence on one occasion, 



 

 

physical restraint also on one occasion, a vulnerable victim and a gross abuse of 

trust.  Bearing in mind the harm that you have caused and the scale of your offending 

the Crown submits that you should be placed in the top of Band 3 using the 

categorisation in our leading case on sentencing for sexual offending, R v AM 

(CA27/2009) [2010] NZCA 114, [2010] 2 NZLR 750. 

[18]   The Crown, in its written submissions, has suggested a starting point of 

17 years, although following some discussion today Ms Martyn accepts that that is 

perhaps somewhat too high.  The Crown accepts that a discount is appropriate on 

account of your early acceptance of responsibility and co-operation with the police 

and that a further discount is appropriate for your plea of guilty.  

[19] Your lawyer, Mr Stevens, accepts much of what the Crown says but he 

contends that your offending falls within the middle of Band 3 because there were 

only two instances of rape involving one victim and the degree of degradation and 

violence often seen in the most serious cases is not present here.  He submits that a 

starting point in the region of 14 to 15 years' imprisonment is appropriate.   

[20] In sentencing you I need to bear in mind the purposes and principles of 

sentencing which are set out in our law.  I need to hold you accountable for what it is 

you have done and to promote in you a sense of responsibility.  I need to provide for 

the interests of the victim.  I need to denounce what you have done and deter you 

and others from committing this type of offence into the future.  I have borne in 

mind the gravity and the scale of your offending, including the nature of the acts and 

the duration.  I have weighed the comparative seriousness of what you have done 

with other cases which broadly fall into a similar category and in doing that I have 

borne in mind the requirement for consistency in sentencing in this type of case.   

[21] The reality is the only sentence that can be imposed on you for this type of 

offending is imprisonment and the real question is how long.  This offending did 

involve aggravating features as both the Crown and your lawyer have accepted.  

There was actual and threatened violence.  There undoubtedly will be harm that has 

been caused, even if Annie does not recognise it yet.  In addition there is the harm 

that has been caused to your wider family unit.  There is the length of time over 



 

 

which this offending occurred.  There is the abuse of trust that I have already 

mentioned which is coupled really with Annie’s vulnerability, being a young girl 

turning into a young woman, who was in your care.  There is the premeditation 

which must have been involved given the number of instances of sexual offending.   

[22] There are though some mitigating features.  I accept that you have some 

personality issues at play.  I accept that you are very remorseful for what you have 

done and for the damage you have caused.  You have co-operated fully with the 

police and you have accepted right from the outset full responsibility for what has 

occurred and in cases like this, Mr Jeeve, that is actually not very common and the 

reality is it spares a person in Annie’s position the horrific ordeal of having to give 

evidence in front of a jury.  It also spares considerable resources in the investigation 

and prosecution of your crimes.  Although I think any credit must be modest for your 

prior good character I do take into account that you have no prior offences and the 

material that I otherwise have indicates that you have been a good worker and a good 

contributor.   

[23] In my view the offending in this case is not in the league contended for by the 

Crown.  The cases which it has cited are somewhat more serious owing to the scale 

and the nature of the offending in those cases.  Having said that your offending is 

clearly within Band 3 and, in my view, in the middle perhaps edging towards the 

upper reaches of Band 3. What you were doing went on for a long time and involved 

multiple aggravating features.   

[24] Bearing in mind the totality of your offending I assess starting point on the 

sexual violation charges of 15 years' imprisonment as being appropriate.  From that I 

would deduct one and a half years on account of what personal mitigating features 

apply to you that I have mentioned.  You are then entitled to the full 25 percent credit 

for your guilty plea.  That brings the end sentence, at least in round terms, down to 

10 years' imprisonment.  That will be the sentence on the sexual violation charges 

and on the remaining charges the sentence will be six years' imprisonment.  All 

sentences will be served concurrently. 



 

 

[25] That brings me to the issue of a minimum period of imprisonment.  The 

Crown in its written submissions made no mention of a minimum period of 

imprisonment.  I have raised that today with Ms Martyn and it seems really that the 

Crown has taken a relatively neutral stance on that.  But I need to, as a Judge, assess 

that and the authorities are clear that for this type of sexual offending very much the 

usual course is for the imposition of a minimum period of imprisonment above the 

one-third that would usually apply before you would be eligible for parole. 

[26] Mr Stevens, himself, accepts that the authorities say that but asks me to keep 

the minimum period to the shortest that I think is feasible in the circumstances.   

[27] As I have said in normal circumstances you would be eligible for 

consideration for parole after one-third of your sentence, that would be three years 

and four months.  In my view, given the nature and scale of your offending, release 

at that point would be inadequate in terms of holding you to account and denouncing 

your conduct. It is on that basis that I will impose a minimum period of 

imprisonment of four and a half years in relation to the sexual violation charges.   

[28] So the total sentence of imprisonment, Mr Jeeve, is 10 years and you will 

have to serve a minimum period of four and half years before you are eligible to 

apply for parole.  At that point whether or not you are released will be determined by 

the Parole Board and will be strongly informed, I suspect, by whether or not you 

have successfully undertaken some rehabilitative steps in prison.   

[29] As I have said there will be a permanent order for suppression of your name.   

 

 

 

 

 

T J Gilbert 

District Court Judge 


