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NOTES OF JUDGE K J GLUBB ON SENTENCING

 
 

[1] Caleb Hobson, you appear before the Court today facing a raft of charges.  

There are 27 in total.  Five of theft, two of unlawfully taking, eight of using a 

document for pecuniary advantage, five of receiving, two of possession of utensils, 

one of possession of methamphetamine, one of dangerous driving, one of failing to 

stop and two of failing to answer your bail.  You have entered guilty pleas to all of 

those charges. 

[2] This is offending which spans a period between 31 December 2014 and  

19 November 2015.  Your counsel submitted it was in two distinct periods, I simply 

observe that it is offending that occurred over that period in total.  Turning then to 

the facts.   



 

 

[3] Between 31 December 2014 and 1 January, you were in Wattle Street, 

Sunnyvale.  There was a vehicle parked in the driveway of that address.  You 

removed the registration plate and took it.  At about 10 o’clock the next morning, 1 

January 2015, you drove your Nissan car, registration [registration number one 

deleted].  You had removed your registration plate and you replaced it with a stolen 

one.  You then drove to the Caltex service station at West Coast Road.  You pumped 

$60 worth of petrol into the vehicle, then left without paying. 

[4] On 16 January 2015, you were in Rosebank Road, Avondale.  You 

approached another vehicle that was parked there and you removed the registration 

plate from that vehicle.  It is [registration number two deleted].  You then put that 

plate on to your vehicle.  Again, you drove to the Mobil service station in Mount 

Albert.  You pumped $80 worth of petrol and left without paying. 

[5] On 28 January 2015, police executed a search warrant at your address.  You 

were found there when the search was done.  A glass pipe used for smoking 

methamphetamine was found and they also located your vehicle and under the mat 

was the [registration number two deleted] registration plate.   

[6] At about 5.30 on 3 February 2015 you were on  

Dampier Street, Avondale.  Approached a Toyota car that was parked there in the 

driveway of that address.  You smashed the front left window and took the victim’s 

bank cards from that vehicle.  Over the next three hours, you proceeded to use the 

victim’s bank cards at three separate petrol stations to withdraw cash and purchase 

groceries to a sum of $347.34.  When spoken to, you did not remember that. 

[7] On 5 February 2015, you were the driver of a car in  

Cartwright Road, Henderson.  That was an area that is regulated by a 50 kilometre 

speed limit and the lighting was poor.  Police attempted to stop you for the manner of 

your driving, red and blue flashing lights were displayed.  You refused to stop your 

vehicle and you accelerated away from the police, turning your headlights off.  You 

made multiple turns into nearby roads at speeds of 80 kilometres per hour in an 

attempt to evade them.  You then drove your vehicle on to a property down a long 

driveway parked out of sight and you were discovered later, hiding under a tree. 



 

 

[8] Then on 6 April 2015, the victim parked her car in Boscawen Street,  

Point Chevalier.  She returned to find it had been broken into and her handbag had 

been taken.  On 7 September 2015, the second victim in this matter, Ms Barr parked 

her car in Mount Albert.  The next day she returned to the vehicle to find it had been 

broken into and her wallet had been taken.   

[9] On 7 April 2015, you went to the Mobil service station in Karangahape Road.  

You used the first victim’s card to make a $69 purchase.  You then returned to the 

counter two minutes later and you made another $52 purchase with that card.  At 

5.30 that day, you went to the Mobil petrol station in Dominion Road and used that 

card again in an attempt to purchase $74 worth of goods, you were unsuccessful and 

the transaction was declined.   

[10] At 5.40 am on 7 May, you went to the Caltex service station in Dominion 

Road, used that victim’s card again and the card was declined.  Subsequently at 

about 4.15 on 8 September 2015, you went to the Z petrol station and used the 

second victim’s card to make a purchase for $71 worth of goods and your actions 

were captured on CCTV. 

[11] At about 10.30 on 6 April 2015, you were on Finch Street, Western Springs.  

You approached a vehicle that was parked there, [registration number three deleted].  

The vehicle was broken into and the victim’s passport was taken.  At about 11.05 on 

15 April, so about a week and a half later, the police went to your address and 

executed a search warrant.  They found you in your room and they found the victim’s 

passport and bond document on your dresser.  You have been charged with receiving 

that particular document as opposed to taking it. 

[12] Then on 23 October 2015, the victim parked his car in Bolton Street, 

Blockhouse Bay.  The following morning he discovered that the vehicle had been 

broken into and a number of items had been stolen.  They included the company Visa 

card.  Between 23 October and 24 October, you received that stolen Westpac Visa 

card.  On 24 October, you went to the Z service station in Te Atatu.  There you used 

it to make combined purchases of $171.38.  Then on 26 November 2015, you went 

to Countdown, Mount Eden, walked around the store, uplifted numerous grocery 



 

 

items.  You were seen by a staff member, he approached you, in response you ran 

from the store without attempting to pay for the items.  The items were valued about 

$150. 

[13] On 27 November 2015, the victim Mr Nand parked his car in  

Gilfillan Road, Blockhouse Bay.  It was locked and secure.  The next day, he 

discovered the vehicle had been broken into and his Visa debit card had been taken 

along with an iPod Touch.  On 27 November 2015, you received the stolen card.  At 

about 7.00 am that morning, you went to the Z service station in Hillsborough and 

you were driving a stolen Toyota vehicle.  You completed three transactions to 

purchase several items and the total value being $181.99.   

[14] On 26 November 2015, the victim parked his vehicle in Amreins Road, 

Waitakere.  The vehicle was locked and secured.  The following morning, discovered 

that the window and canopy of his vehicle had been smashed and a Paslode nail gun 

had gone.  That included the charger and batteries.  Sometime after the nail gun was 

taken, you received that from persons unknown. 

[15] On the 27 November 2015, you were located in the stolen vehicle, 

[registration number four deleted], that you had been in previously and that vehicle 

was seized, subsequently searched and located in the back was the Paslode nail gun. 

[16] Then on 19 November 2015, between 12.00 am and 5.00 am, a vehicle was 

parked outside an address in Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden.  It was valued at a 

thousand dollars and it was the property of Mr Zoracic.  During that time, you gained 

entry to that by unknown means.  You have started the vehicle with a modified key 

and at about 3.15 pm that day, an unknown associate of yours has called a Japanese 

car parts firm to negotiate selling the vehicle for scrap and an arrangement was made 

for the vehicle to be uplifted from the driveway of your address at Frost Avenue at 

4.00 pm. 

[17] At about 4.00 pm the police went to that address and conducted a bail check 

on you.  In the driveway, they saw the stolen vehicle.  You saw the police arrive and 



 

 

ran off.  The vehicle was recovered without its registration plates and returned to the 

victim. 

[18] On 23 October 2015 at about 3.30, the second vehicle [registration number 

four deleted], was parked in Wellington Street, Freemans Bay.  It was valued at 

$1500, the property of Mr Singh.  At about 2.46 on the 27 October 2015, you were 

the driver of that vehicle on Balmoral Road, Mount Eden.  Police were alerted by a 

member of the public to a suspicious vehicle.  They arrived and located you 

staggering around in the back yard and you were arrested, subsequently located was 

a useable amount of methamphetamine and drug utensils in your property.  In 

explanation, you denied taking both of those vehicles. 

[19] In relation to that catalogue, Mr Hobson, none of it does you any credit 

whatsoever.  When I look to the matters which aggravate that offending specifically, 

there is the planning and premeditation involved with the majority of it, getting those 

cars, using them in that way, unlawfully taking those vehicles using an altered key 

for that purpose, planning to sell one on, receiving items as well.  This is repeat 

offending over a lengthy period of time, about a year, approximately. 

[20] There is the impact on the victims.  I have before me a reparation schedule 

that has been prepared by the police.  Sums in the amount of $1100 from the Chens, 

about $2000 worth of reparation sought approximately.  I have heard from your 

counsel, she says you do not work and you are not on a benefit but you would be 

prepared to pay reparations.  In my assessment, there is no likelihood that you will 

be able to meet any reparations moving forward. 

[21] I refer to the victim impact statements.  I note that Mr Chen said he had to get 

things replaced and fixed and he had to get his car back and it was a considerable 

disruption for him and he was very concerned about what had happened.  Mr Singh 

too, he was confused why someone would take his car.  He has lost his trust in 

people, he has become more cautious about things like that and he could not afford 

to get a new car but fortunately he got it back. 



 

 

[22] From Ms Wilde, whose vehicle was broken into, she was left without those 

items.  She had expenses to meet, to repair the vehicle and it also made her feel 

unsafe in the community and untrusting of people.  Similarly Ms Barr, she was 

devastated when this happened, felt victimised and thinks the offender needs harsh 

punishment. 

[23] What those victims all represent is the impact that your offending has on 

members of the community.  They feel less safe and their sense of security and 

confidence is impacted upon by this offending.   

[24] When I look for matters which aggravate circumstances for you personally, 

specifically your previous conviction history, it is limited.  You only have seven prior 

convictions.  I note that most recently in 2013 it is for theft and then earlier there was 

a burglary, but that aside, there is one for violence, one for instruments of conversion 

it would seem and then also possession of cannabis.  Limited history but you have 

gone on to amass a significant number now. 

[25] I also note that an amount of this offending was committed whilst you were 

on bail, that is a factor I take account of as well.  I do not see any mitigation.  Your 

counsel has submitted that whilst not in mitigation, that your alcohol and other drug 

treatment issues are a factor, they go on to explain if not excuse, and I recognise that.  

She also submits that you have some health issues and she raises those with me 

today and I have factored that in as well. 

[26] I have the benefit of a pre-sentence report.  You are 33 years of age.  It is 

noted in the report that drug use is a major offending related factor and you have 

indicated that you have not used since you were remanded in custody and that you 

are feeling more positive about this and that is beneficial.  They note that counselling 

would be of great assistance to you, to deal with the addiction issues that you are 

confronting.  They assess you as being a medium risk of re-offending and your risk 

of harm is assessed as being low.  Consideration was given to an electronically 

monitored sentence but you have declined to participate in such a sentence.  You 

refuse to sign the consent and the recommendation of the report writer in 



 

 

consequence is that a sentence of imprisonment is the only recommendation 

available. 

[27] I have heard from your counsel.  She acknowledges that imprisonment is the 

only outcome today.  She asks me to give the maximum benefit for a guilty plea.  

She notes that some pleas were entered earlier than others and I have discussed that 

with her.  The indication I gave was 20 percent, the maximum I could give.  She 

refers the Court to your limited previous conviction history and notes that you have 

been on bail, but you breached again and you have been remanded in custody for 

some time and she asks me to take account of that. 

[28] I have also received a letter of apology that you have prepared and I take note 

of what you have said there.  You want to get clean and sober and you want to move 

back and get on with your life and make better decisions moving forward and I wish 

you every success with that plan.  You have got to deal with these issues which have 

been confronting you and hopefully being clean and sober for a time in custody will 

help you make that transition more easily. 

[29] I also acknowledge your mother’s presence in Court today.  It is a sad thing 

for a mother to be in Court in circumstances such as this but she is here in support of 

you and I thank her for being here. 

[30] Just dealing finally with your counsel’s submissions, Ms Fernando asks me to 

take a starting point in the vicinity of 12 months.  She recognises there could be an 

uplift for other offending but asks to keep the sentence of imprisonment to the 

minimum available.  She placed before the Court the decision of Lang J Tiopira v 

Police1

[31] I acknowledge that is the case.  However, you have gone to commit a wider 

range of offences which effectively makes it more serious.  I am also satisfied that 

that was offending which occurred over a 14 day period, whereas yours is spread 

 and says that this offending of yours is less serious than that in Tiopira v 

Police and principally she places reliance on the fact that the quantum in that case 

was much greater than it is here.   

                                                 
1 Tiopira v Police [2012] NZHC 1720 



 

 

over a year and that, in my assessment, makes it more serious and distinguishes 

Tiopira v Police.  I do however note that Lang J, dealing with that matter, was 

satisfied that 27 months’ imprisonment was not manifestly excessive and dismissed 

the appeal in consequence.   

[32] The police in submissions ask me to adopt a two year starting point.  They 

note the extent of the loss, the premeditation and the intention to sell and the spread 

of the offending as aggravating factors.  They place a number of authorities before 

me and ask me to adopt a starting point of two years and an uplift of 10 months 

which is essentially for the other offending.  The police submit two years on the two 

unlawfully takings and then nine months for the balance and one month uplift for 

previous convictions and then a small discount for plea. 

[33] In the end, the way I propose to deal with this is, taking the unlawful takings 

as the lead offences, the starting point I adopt in relation to those charges is one of 18 

months’ imprisonment.  I then look to the receiving charges and I uplift by six 

months for those.  I then look to the theft and use of a document charges and I uplift 

by six months for those.   

[34] That gets me to 30 months.  I then look to the balance of the offending and I 

uplift for the balance by three months.  I do not propose to apply any uplift for the 

previous convictions, or for that matter the offending on bail.  I could have applied a 

three month uplift for the offending on bail but taking account of totality, I do not 

propose to do so.  I have effectively factored that into the end sentence I get to in any 

event. 

[35] In terms of discount for plea, I note that some were early, some were later, it 

is variable.  The discount I am prepared to grant is 20 percent, 20 percent off 33 

months which was the end sentence that I arrived at having taking those starting 

points, is 6.6 which gets me to 26.4 which I round down in your favour to 26 months 

or two years and two months’ imprisonment.   

[36] The way I propose to sentence that for you today Mr Hobson is this, you can 

stand up.  On the two charges of unlawful taking, on each of those, I convict you and 



 

 

sentence you to imprisonment for a term of 16 months.  I am not making any 

standard or special release conditions because that is going to be taken account of by 

the Parole Board in due course. 

[37] On the charges of receiving and principally on the charge of receiving the 

Paslode nail gun, but on all charges of receiving, you are convicted and sentenced to 

five months’ imprisonment.  But on CRN 898, that is cumulative on the 16 months I 

have just imposed on CRN ending 562. 

[38] I then turn to the charges of using a document for pecuniary advantage and 

actually the sentence I impose in relation to the using a document, I also effectively 

impose that in relation to the theft charges.  So, in relation to the theft and the using a 

document charges, I impose a sentence of five months’ imprisonment on all of the 

using a document charges  On charge 781, that five months is cumulative on charge 

898 which was the receiving of the Paslode gun. 

[39] On each of the theft charges, I convict you and sentence you to three months’ 

imprisonment.  But also on charge 612, which is the theft from Caltex, I single out 

that charge in particular but it relates to all the charges effectively, all of the charges 

of theft from service stations.  I also note that that is offending which was committed 

with the use of a motor vehicle and on that charge and I disqualify you from holding 

or obtaining a driver’s licence for a period of six months and that particular sentence 

of disqualification will commence on 7 March 2017. 

[40] Turning then to the possession of the utensils and the possession of 

methamphetamine.  On each of the charges, I convict you and sentence you to two 

months’ imprisonment.  I also make an order for destruction in relation to the 

utensils. 

[41] On the charge of dangerous driving, you are convicted and sentenced to 

imprisonment for a period of two months and I disqualify you from holding or 

obtaining a driver’s licence for a period of six months, that starts today,  

7 September 2016. 



 

 

[42] Finally, in relation to the charge of failing to stop for the police and also the 

two charges of breach of your bail, on each of those charges you are convicted and 

discharged. 

[43] So what does all that mean for you, Mr Hobson?  I have imposed a sentence 

of 16 months with five months cumulative for the receiving and five months 

cumulative for the using a document.  [What does that mean?]  That means they get 

added together.  [So I have to serve them consecutively?]  Consecutively, that is 

right.  What that means is all up, that is 26 months’ imprisonment.  Two years and 

two months.  

[44] I have also imposed a period of 12 months’ disqualification and I have done 

that by six months on the dangerous driving and then six months on the theft charge, 

as I have already indicated.   

[45] Mr Hobson, my hope is that we never see you back before this Court again.  

[You won’t see me until 2020, is it?]  It is a wee while.  In any event, and you have 

been in custody for some time, your counsel will explain that all to you but it is two 

years and two months is the period of imprisonment. 

ADDENDUM: 

[46] Mr Hobson, thank you for coming back.  Just one thing I meant to mention, 

in imposing the sentence I did I factor in an inability on your part to meet any 

reparations.  But also I recognise that you have significant fines outstanding.  I have 

a s 88 report before me and in lieu of the sentence I just imposed, I remit in full the 

$9631.98 of fines that remain outstanding.  So in essence what I have done is I have 

cleaned the slate for you.  [But that doesn’t add on any time?]  No no, it does not add 

any more time, I have just wiped them.  [I just feel like I’ve been screwed over eh, I 

didn’t even steal those cars.]  All right, thank you.  

 
 
 
 
K J Glubb 
District Court Judge 
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