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NOTES OF JUDGE T R INGRAM ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Thompson, you are before the Court today for sentence in relation to a 

number of charges; sexual violation by unlawful sexual connection, two such 

charges one is a representative charge.  There is an indecent assault on a child, a 

representative charge, attempted sexual violation, which is a representative charge.  

Then there is an indecent assault on a child, a sexual violation charge, a further 

indecent assault on a child and a breach of bail, which an application to withdraw 

has been made and that is granted, it is withdrawn by leave.  Finally, there is a charge 

of assault using a knife using a weapon. 

[2] These matters were considered in some detail by Judge Kellar in the 

Christchurch District Court.  He gave you a sentence indication of a starting point of 

eight years on the sexual offences with credit for your guilty plea and youth, that was 

to be reduced to a sentence of four years’ imprisonment.  



 

 

[3]  The matter was dealt with extensively at the time.  Judge Kellar’s notes on 

the sentence indication run to some six pages.  I do not see any utility in me 

repeating his remarks.  Having read what he has had to say, read the summaries of 

fact and the probation report I accept unreservedly the assessment that Judge Kellar 

made and I adopt it in full.  I do not consider that I am in a position to add anything 

useful to it other than to say that on the charge of assault with a weapon I differ from 

him slightly.  He indicated that a sentence of between nine and 12 months’ 

imprisonment was appropriate.  I consider a nine month starting point appropriate 

and with three months’ credit for your youth and your plea I consider that should 

have a sentence of six months’ imprisonment.  I reach that conclusion partly because 

of your age, partly because of the totality and the reality that you will, on any view 

of it, be spending a substantial amount of time in prison and at your age it is 

undesirable that I keep you there a minute longer than I necessarily should. 

[4] The pre-sentence report that has been put before me indicates clearly that you 

need some assistance with a number of matters, Mr Thompson.  At 23 years of age it 

seems to me that you at least have some grasp of the difficulties that you are going to 

face if you do not deal with some of the problems that have caused you to offend in 

the way that you have.  At 23 there is plenty of time for you to get benefit from the 

types of courses that will be offered to you in prison and I am one of that school of 

Judges that accept that there is considerable benefit to be gained by people, 

particularly young people like you, being given the opportunity in prison to 

rehabilitate themselves.  You have indicated to the report writer that you are not the 

kind of person who is likely to offend in this way again.  I am pleased to hear it but I 

am simply telling you, when you are in prison you will be given the chance to go on 

some courses and you need to go on them and make sure that there is no more 

trouble because next time you are before the Court on a charge like this, you are 

going to get a very long sentence and you need to understand that.  Having said all 

that, Mr Thompson, it seems to me that there is little more that I can usefully add. 

[5] Adopting the reasoning that Judge Kellar set out in full on each of the charges 

involving sexual violation, indecent assault, attempted sexual violation, on each and 

every one of those charges you will be convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for 



 

 

a period of four years.  That is taking an eight year starting point, two years’ credit 

for your guilty plea, two years’ credit for your youth. 

[6] Cumulative on that you will be convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for 

a period of six months on the charge of assault with a weapon. 

[7] The net result for you today is four years and six months in prison. 

 

 

 
T R Ingram 
District Court Judge 
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