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NOTES OF JUDGE J A FARISH ON SENTENCING

 

 

[1] Mr Ferris you are but 23 years of age and you are appearing on a large 

number of charges that have spanned from 1 April of this year through until 

13 September. 

[2] You had been released from a sentence of 18 months’ imprisonment in 

October of last year and you have really struggled since that time to find some 

stability and security in your life and the first [I completed my probation] – I note 

that but you have continued to offend and the first of the charges occurred on 1 April 

and that is a charge of careless driving which relates to an incident that occurred in 

Marlborough.   

[3] Then on 21 April you did an extremely foolish and very dangerous action by 

grabbing the steering wheel of the car in which you were a passenger and as a result 



 

 

the vehicle went into the line of traffic coming towards you.  You very narrowly 

avoided a very serious accident. 

[4] You then on 6 May whilst grossly intoxicated, assaulted your sister and you 

hit her in the head and you hit her in the head a couple of times because I note that it 

was another person who is present who pulled you off her.  When the police arrived 

you decided that you were going to do a runner and you took off but you were 

apprehended. 

[5] You were breached in relation to your release conditions on 27 May and then 

you failed to appear in Court on 30 May and then on 20 June.   

[6] You then on 17 July, and I think this is a very serious offence; you stole a 

wallet and bag belonging to a woman who was in a carpark.  The affect of that was 

very significant upon her, not only in relation to the trauma that it caused to her but 

she was also out of pocket $265.  Some of the items that you took were tickets to a 

show that her young daughter was looking forward to.  She could not afford to 

replace those.   

[7] You were then convicted of trespass on 13 September and on that day again 

you tried to escape the police when they came to arrest you but you were not 

successful.  There was also a theft charge which related to you trying to escape, you 

grabbing a jersey out of a bag that I think had been discarded and trying to put that 

on to cover yourself up. 

[8] In relation to the careless driving, that is fineable only and I am going to 

convict and discharge you on that.  The real issue for me is how I structure the 

sentence.  Mr Stevens is correct, the most serious in terms of the maximum penalty 

is the male assaults female, however, the theft of the wallet in my view is also a 

serious offence, it occurring whilst you were on bail and at that stage you were in 

breach of your bail because you had failed to appear. 

[9] Today the purpose is to hold you accountable for the harm that you have 

caused, to deter you, to denounce your offending, but also at the end of the day to 



 

 

look forward because you will be released from jail.  As I noted from what 

Mr Stevens has told me, you are somewhat alone in the world, you do not have any 

parents that you can call upon and for a young person that is quite difficult.  You 

have really poor impulse control.  There is most probably some alcohol addiction 

issues although you have told me through Mr Stevens that you have stopped drinking 

since the assault which is a positive thing but you have little stability or security in 

your life.  Until you obtain those things and obtain some employment it is likely that 

you will continue to offend.   

[10] What I have done is I have started at the beginning in relation to the 

dangerous driving charge and then added the sentences together and ended up at an 

end point.   

[11] In relation to the driving in a dangerous manner, given the seriousness and 

the very foolish actions on that day I take a starting point of five months’ 

imprisonment.  The male assaults female charge, I would add on another six months’ 

imprisonment because in my view that is a very serious offence and I have reduced 

that from nine months in accordance with the totality principle.  In relation to the 

two charges of escaping custody I have added on another two months.  In relation to 

your breach of release conditions and the two breaches of bail, again I have taken a 

merciful approach and I have added on another two months for those matters.  In 

relation to the theft of the wallet and the cash I have imposed the maximum of 

three months’ imprisonment on that because I view that as very serious.  In relation 

to the theft of the jersey I have convicted and discharged you.  I have not increased 

the sentence.  You were at 24 months’ imprisonment in relation to all of those when 

it adds up.   

[12] I cannot overlook the fact though that you have previous convictions and this 

offending occurred whilst you were on bail and at times in breach of your bail so I 

have added on five months.   

[13] The good news is I will give you 15 percent credit.  I am not giving you the 

maximum credit because you have been avoiding these issues for a long period of 

time.  It has taken a long time for these matters to come to an end.   



 

 

[14] The end sentence in totality is 25 months’ imprisonment.  That will mean Mr 

Ferris that it will be for the Parole Board, and you should be eligible to see them 

very shortly, to set your release conditions and I think that they would want to see 

some stability for you before you would be considered for early release. 

[15] The end sentence is 25 months’ imprisonment.  In light of that I have not 

imposed any reparation because I do not believe that you are in a position to pay that 

and I impose that sentence on the male assaults female charge and I have added on 

six months in relation to the trespass and also the driving in a dangerous manner.  In 

relation to that latter charge, you are disqualified from driving for six months and 

that takes effect as of today. 

 

J A Farish 

District Court Judge 


