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NOTES OF JUDGE C J FIELD ON SENTENCING 

 
 

[1] Mr Chanthawong, you have pleaded guilty and are to be sentenced today in 

respect of two representative charges of importing a Class B controlled drug 

pseudoephedrine and ephedrine.   

[2] The sad fact of the matter is that you have previous convictions for similar 

type offending and this must be taken into account.  Before I go further, I should 

acknowledge the presence of your family, or your sister, who is present in Court 

today and I acknowledge that you have family support available to you when you 

will eventually leave prison. 

[3] In terms of the facts of the offending, it is submitted by the prosecutor, and I 

agree, that the enterprise was a large scale commercial drug operation.  There was a 

significant amount of ephedrine and pseudoephedrine leading to significant street 

values in the event that this was converted to methamphetamine, somewhere up to 



 

 

between five and $8 million perhaps although one has to be cautious about 

projecting figures in that way. 

[4] However, by any standards this is a very significant amount of a drug  

636 grams of pseudoephedrine and 14 kilograms of ephedrine.  Your role could be 

characterised as an intermediary, go-between you and your co-defendant who I think 

we all accept was somewhat more involved in this than you, organised delivery 

packages to be sent and ultimately no doubt to be delivered although the 

investigation appears to have stopped just short of that final point. 

[5] Mr Amode, your co-offender received a sentence indication before  

Judge Dawson on the same charges.  His Honour adopted a starting point of eight 

years’ imprisonment.  In the course of a sentencing indication hearing in relation to 

you, I accepted that your involvement perhaps was marginally less culpable than that 

of Mr Amode and indicated a starting point of seven and a half years, and that indeed 

is the starting point I adopt today. 

[6] From that starting point of seven and a half years, an uplift of four months for 

your previous convictions which of course must be recognised by the Court.  That 

would be a total of seven years and 10 months.  You have been on electronically 

monitored bail and apparently very strict bail conditions imposed by your family, 

perhaps under the mistaken identity that you were not permitted to leave the house at 

all since about June of this year.  I intend to deduct four months for the time spent on 

restrictive bail conditions.  From that, a deduction of 20 percent, approximately  

18 months, leaving a sentence available to the Court of 72 months or six years. 

[7] In respect of each of these charges, you are sentenced to imprisonment for a 

period of six years.   

[8] There is a forfeiture order in respect of the money counter. 

  



 

 

ADDENDUM 

[9] In the absence of the defendant, counsel has indicated whether there should 

be any credit for remorse.  In these circumstances, the remorse is indicated by the 

plea and I do not think this falls within the bounds of extraordinary expression of 

remorse which would otherwise allow for a decrease. 

 

 
 
C J Field 
District Court Judge 
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