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NOTES OF JUDGE E M THOMAS ON SENTENCING

 
 
A. Sentenced to 3 years imprisonment. 
 
B. Disqualified from driving for 6 months. 
 
C. Destruction ordered of methamphetamine and pipes. 
 
D. Reparation ordered of $1,000 on each dishonesty charge. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

REASONS 

The offending 

[1] Once again, Mr Tipene, the Court is having to deal with the terrible 

consequences of methamphetamine.  We see it time and time again, destroying 

young lives and tearing apart families.  Yes, people need to take responsibility for the 

choices that they make, but making the right choices is very difficult when you have 

chosen to take methamphetamine. 

[2] You today will pay a heavy price for going down that particular path and so 

too will your family.  So too have the victims of your offending.  You have seen from 

the victim impact reports that when you break into someone’s house, you take more 

than just a bit of property.  You take from them their ability to run their business.  

You take from them mostly though their feelings of safety and security and 

confidence.  For most people, their home is the only place they have.  The only place 

where they can be themselves.  The only place where they are free from harm.  Free 

from others.  Free from prying eyes.  Free from everything.  You are lucky, you have 

got a supportive family and collectively that is your home.  You know how important 

having a home and having that around you is.  When you break into someone’s 

home, something happens to that feeling of security.  Their home is no longer their 

castle.  The moment you know that somebody can walk right through your home and 

your family whenever they feel like it, that safety, that security, that blanket is gone 

and you are on your own.  With nowhere left to feel safe or nowhere left to feel is 

totally your own.  That is what you take from people when you break into their 

homes. 

[3] You face three sets of charges to which you have pleaded guilty.  The first set 

of charges relates to offending that occurred in May 2016.  The charges you pleaded 

guilty to are one of burglary of [address 1 deleted], one of unlawfully taking a boat 

from that address, possession of methamphetamine and possession of a 

methamphetamine pipe. 



 

 

[4] In relation to early June, one charge of receiving a John Deere mower, one 

charge of burglary, another charge of receiving a quad bike, another charge of 

receiving another quad bike, another charge of burglary, and another charge burglary. 

[5] In relation to late June of this year, one of charge for possession 

methamphetamine, one possession of a methamphetamine pipe, one of dangerous 

driving, one of refusing blood.  I need to go through each of those briefly. 

[6] In relation to the May offending, a company known as B K Movers was 

storing household items of a number of people, including Mr and Mrs Saw, in a 

covered trailer and in a locked shipping container at their address.  You broke into 

that, together with an associate.  The front gate was unlocked and you drove your 

vehicle in.  You took the Saws’ possessions and their trailers with you out of the 

yard.  That was at [address 1 deleted]. 

[7] You then went to [address 1 deleted].  You cut the coupling to a boat trailer 

using bolt cutters.  You hitched it to the tow bar of your own vehicle.  You took a 

number of other items including a bike, wetsuits, and dive gear.  You were stopped at 

a traffic stop.  There the police searched your vehicle.  They found a meth pipe and a 

point of methamphetamine. 

[8] I turn now to the early part of June of this year.  A cottage on 

Whananaki North Road was broken into on 6 June.  A John Deere ride-on was 

stolen.  You received it and attempted to sell it.  On the night of 8 June, you broke 

into [address 2 deleted].  The owner of that premises had a shed.  You broke into 

that.  You stole two motorbikes and offered those for sale. 

[9] On the night of 9 June, another property in Nook Road, Whangarei, was 

burgled.  A quad bike was taken.  You received it.  You attempted to sell that.  On 

12 June, another property on Nook Road was burgled, another quad bike was stolen.  

You received it and again tried to sell it. 



 

 

[10] On 18 June, you broke into an address in Lester Heights Drive in Whangarei.  

You went to the garage.  You stole a motorcycle.  You were unable to start it, causing 

considerable damage to it in doing so.  You took, in the end, some tools and the 

owner’s cigarettes. 

[11] On 18 June, you broke into a property in Paratai Crescent, Whangarei.  You 

entered the carport.  You stole a motorcycle using the bolt cutters that you had been 

using up until then.  You wheeled it a short distance down the road.  You tried to start 

it.  You were unable to do so.  You abandoned it, not before causing considerable 

damage. 

[12] On 20 June, you were driving a Mitsubishi on State Highway 1.  You were 

driving extremely dangerously, passing other vehicles at high speed, pulling out into 

oncoming traffic and pulling in just at the last moment, just in time to avoid 

collisions.  Two members of the public were concerned enough, as well as an 

ambulance officer, to ring the police and express their concern that you would 

shortly kill someone. 

[13] Police stopped you.  They found some usable quantities of 

methamphetamine.  They found a meth pipe.  They considered that you were 

impaired.  You failed the impairment test, and you refused to provide a sample of 

blood to the police. 

Starting point 

[14] Counsel, Mr Skinner, has acknowledged the seriousness of your offending in 

the submissions that he has filed on your behalf.  Just for one burglary you get a 

starting point of somewhere around 14 to 18 months’ imprisonment.  That is just one.  

We do not just add one sentence to another sentence to another sentence to arrive at a 

final figure.  That would result in an end sentence that is too high and not fair to you. 

[15] Here we are talking about a number of burglaries, a number of receivings and 

a number of unlawful takings.  If I added the individual sentences together for each 



 

 

of those, you would get something far higher than you are going to get today.  What I 

need to do is stand back and look at things altogether and arrive at a starting point 

that is more fair to you. 

[16] Serious aspects of your offending are that it involved private homes.  It had 

significant effects on the owners and the vehicles.  You took a significant amount of 

property and caused a significant amount of damage.  I am going to make orders for 

reparation that are going to take you a long time to pay, but they are a drop in the 

bucket compared to the actual dollar cost of the losses and the damage that you and 

others have caused. 

[17] Dealing only with your dishonesty offending, in recognising that I must keep 

the sentence as low as I possibly can, I take a starting point of four years’ 

imprisonment.  Almost all of those burglaries and receivings occurred while you 

were on bail, I must recognise that.  I uplift the sentence to four years and three 

months’ imprisonment. 

[18] I need to look also at your drugs and driving charges.  You have previous 

convictions for dangerous driving, careless driving and failing to stop.  Just for the 

dangerous driving itself, you would have been close to getting the three year 

maximum if I was sentencing you on that charge alone. 

[19] Again, I have to step back and add something that is a little fairer to represent 

all of the offending, and for all of the offending I will take a starting point of four 

and a half years’ imprisonment. 

Discounts 

[20] You have written to me a very good letter that shows that you have lots of 

insight into your offending.  It explains why coming from a good family with lots of 

support you have become such a prolific offender. 



 

 

[21] I recognise immediately that the loss of your father would have been very 

difficult to bear and that the choice you made to turn to methamphetamine was at 

least partly driven by that.  It was an extremely poor choice, and as I have said to 

you, you will pay a heavy cost, as with your family. 

[22] But you have enrolled in CADS.  You are motivated to do something about 

that.  You are anxious to make the most of your life.  You one day wish to become a 

good father, a good son and a good partner.  You pleaded guilty at an early 

opportunity and I give you the maximum discount I can for that plea.  For all of 

those factors taken together, I reduce your sentence by a third. 

Result 

[23] On each of the dishonesty convictions, that is the burglaries, the receivings, 

the unlawful takings, you are sentenced to three years’ imprisonment.  On all of the 

others, you are sentenced to three months’ imprisonment.  All of those sentences are 

concurrent, that makes your effective sentence three years. 

[24] I make orders for destruction in respect of all of the methamphetamine and 

the pipes that was found in your possession.  On the two driving charges, you are 

disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for six months, beginning 

today. 

[25] On each of the dishonesty charges, I order you to pay reparation of $1000.  

That is on each of them.  As I have said, that is a significant award of reparation and 

I am sure that with the support of others you will be back in employment upon your 

release.  You will need to structure your life in such a way to make sure that you can 

pay that reparation back once you are released. 

 

 
E M Thomas 
District Court Judge 
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