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NOTES OF JUDGE M B T TURNER ON SENTENCING 

[1] John Ronald Perry, you are for sentence this afternoon on the following 

charges: 

(a) That on or before 12 February 2016, you had sexual connection with a 

young person aged between 12 and 16 years. 

(b) On 24 January 2016, you drove in a dangerous manner. 

(c) On 2 March 2016, you received property knowing it to have been 

stolen. 

(d) On 4 March 2016, two charges of threatening to kill. 

(e) On 4 March 2016, two charges of intentional damage.  On 8 March 

2016, one charge of intentional damage. 



 

 

[2] On 17 October, I gave you a sentencing indication in respect of the charge of 

sexual connection with a young person, being a charge to which you had entered a 

not guilty plea.  You had previously entered pleas of guilty to the other charges.   

[3] The sentencing indication given to you covered all charges.  That was 

accepted, you pleaded guilty to the charge of sexual connection with a young person 

and I adjourned the proceedings to today’s date to await receipt of the usual reports 

from Probation and restorative justice.  A copy of my sentencing indication is to be 

attached to these remarks. 

Restorative Justice 

[4] No restorative justice conference was held in this case, the facilitator noting 

that following pre-conference assessments a conference was unable to be convened. 

[5] Mrs Stevens has reminded me that you were and remain willing to attend a 

restorative justice conference with the victim. 

Pre-sentence Report 

[6] I have read the pre-sentence report.  In relation to the sexual connection 

charge, you told the probation officer that you had assumed the victim was older and 

expressed regret about the offending, commenting you would be willing to 

participate in a restorative justice conference, as I have just mentioned. 

[7] In respect of the other offending, you disagreed with some details in the 

summaries of facts which have been filed but said you became frustrated with other 

people at different times and had acted impulsively. 

[8] The report refers to your personal circumstances.  Of note is the suggestion 

that there may be some cognitive impairment and social maturity issues. 

[9] Based on your pattern of convictions, Probation assesses your likelihood of 

re-offending as low but notes that your offending continues to escalate and 

accordingly, the risk of you harming others is assessed in the medium range due to 

your aggression and the sexual offending. 



 

 

[10] In relation to reparation, there is no dispute that on the charge of receiving, 

$50 is to be paid to the victim.  In relation to the charge of damaging police clothing, 

reparation is assessed at $213 and in relation to damaging a cell in the Courthouse, 

reparation is assessed at $1606.  You accept all of those sums. 

Fines 

[11] You currently owe just over $7316 in relation to outstanding fines.  You had, 

until your remand in custody in March this year, been making payments in reduction.  

I intend to convert some of those fines into a concurrent sentence of imprisonment, 

leaving a portion to be paid upon your release, along with the reparation payment. 

Further Adjustments 

[12] Mrs Stevens has given me copies of two apology letters you have written, 

one to the victim of the sexual offending and one to the police officers whom you 

threatened to kill.  I am asked to consider whether a further discount should be given 

to you in light of those letters of apology and your willingness to attend restorative 

justice. 

[13] I note that the letter of apology to the police officers contains a less than 

veiled criticism of their handling of you that day.  That diminishes the value of the 

apology. 

[14] The letter of apology to the victim of the sexual offence appears more 

appropriate, it focuses on her and your acceptance of responsibility for your actions. 

[15] I allowed you six months credit when giving you the sentencing indication 

for your personal mitigating circumstances.  I am not prepared to make any further 

allowance for the letter of apology or your willingness to attend restorative justice. 

Result 

[16] On the charge of sexual connection with a young person, you are convicted 

and sentenced to imprisonment for two years and four months. 



 

 

[17] As a consequence of this conviction and sentence of imprisonment, you are 

now deemed to be a registerable offender under the Child Protection (Child Sex 

Offender Government Agency Registration) Act 2016.  The Registrar will explain to 

you the consequences of registration, your reporting obligations and penalties for 

failing to comply. 

[18] On the charge of dangerous driving, you are convicted and sentenced to 

imprisonment for one month and disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s 

licence for seven months, commencing today. 

[19] On the charge of receiving, you are convicted and sentenced to imprisonment 

for one month and ordered to pay reparation of $50. 

[20] On each of the charges of threatening to kill, you are convicted and sentenced 

to imprisonment for one year. 

[21] On each charge of intentional damage, you are convicted and sentenced to 

imprisonment for one month. 

[22] All of the sentences are concurrent. 

[23] On charging document 764, you are ordered to pay reparation of $213 and on 

charging document 905, reparation of $1606.  Reparation is to be paid at the rate of 

$20 per week, with the first instalment due two months following your release from 

prison. 

[24] In relation to your outstanding fines, I substitute a sentence for fines totalling 

$4316.29.  The substituted sentence is a sentence of two months’ imprisonment.  

That will leave $3000 of fines outstanding, to be paid upon your release. 

 

 

M B T Turner 

District Court Judge 
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