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NOTES OF JUDGE P R CONNELL ON SENTENCING

 

[1] Mr Tikau you are for sentencing today on a number of charges that you 

received the sentence indication from the Court about. That indication was a total 

term of two years and four months’ imprisonment.  Having got that you had time 

given to you to consider that and came back to Court and pleaded guilty to the 

offences before it. 

[2] I do not intend to traverse the reasons why that sentence has come about and 

will direct that the notes I made at the time of that sentencing indication be attached 

to today’s notes and that will then complete the record and the reasons as to why I 

arrived at the sentence that I did.  However you know that this all started when you 

in a very brutal way treated your partner to the point where she suffered severe 

injury and the most serious of the offences was the charge of injuring with intent to 

injure.  I have taken that as the lead offence today.  I read your letter of apology and I 

have read your letter of remorse.  Perhaps that has come about because of the 



 

 

probation officer’s observations that you did not seem to be remorseful but I accept 

that what you have written is a show of remorse and you have extended an apology 

not just to the victim but to her family and that is accepted.  I do not intend to make 

any further deduction from sentence for that the indicated sentence was a relatively 

lenient one for the offences that you committed.  There was the injuring with intent 

to injure.  There was a burglary which is you getting into the place to carry out that 

injury.  There is a charge of assault with intent, unlawfully carrying ammunition, 

receiving stolen property.  There was another burglary included in all of this, there 

was a male assaults female charge, possession of instruments for using cannabis and 

also for possessing cannabis. 

[3] The sentence that I will pass today, bearing in mind what I have just said, is 

the sentence of two years and four months’ imprisonment on the charge of injuring 

with intent.  On the charge of burglary three months’ sentence concurrent.  On the 

charge assaulting with intent to injure your partner a 10 month concurrent sentence is 

passed.  On the charge of male assaults female six months’ sentence is imposed and 

then the charge of the other burglary one month sentence imposed concurrently.  

Possession of the cannabis convicted and discharged in light of the term of 

imprisonment you have received. On the receiving charge three months’ 

imprisonment is imposed and on the charge that you were in possession of the 

ammunition one month imprisonment but that is concurrent as well.  The final 

charge is possession of utensils for using cannabis you are convicted and discharged 

in respect of that.  Both the supervision sentence and the community work that you 

are currently on both of those sentences have now been cancelled. 

[4] Mr Tikau you will also have made today against you a protection order which 

will be in favour of your former partner and will contain the usual standard 

conditions of a protection order made in the Family Court.  You will get some notice 

served on you about that.   

 

 

P R Connell 

District Court Judge 


