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NOTES OF JUDGE S B EDWARDS ON SENTENCING 

 

 

[1] Derek Mark Ransfield you are for sentence on a number of charges arising 

from an incident on 14 March last year in Levin. 

[2] At about 1.00 am you were seen by police driving at approximately 

143 kilometres an hour in a 50 kilometre per hour in Levin.  A police chase ensued.  

You drove onto State Highway 57 and reached speeds of 170 kilometres per hour.  

You were pursued by police for over 16 kilometres until they had to desist due to 

your excessive speed.  They then deployed road spikes to stop you.   

[3] You abandoned the car and ran across farmland, dropping things behind you 

as you ran.  This included a quantity of methamphetamine, packaged into zip lock 

bags, a set of small digital scales, four cellphones, a roll of additional point bags and 

$698 in cash.   



 

 

[4] You were also carrying a black pocket knife and somewhere between one and 

two grams of cannabis. 

[5] You were a disqualified driver at the time and the charges you are for  

sentence on today are possession of methamphetamine for supply, possession of 

cannabis, possession of a pipe for smoking methamphetamine, possession of a knife, 

reckless driving and failing to stop for police.  There is also a charge of possession of 

ammunition as police found a .22 calibre round in your car.   

[6] An aggravating feature of this offending, Mr Ransfield, is that it occurred 

after you were released from prison in June 2015.  You had been serving a two year 

sentence imposed on 27 February for very similar offending.   

[7] It occurred in May 2014.  It also involved a police chase.  You drove in a 

dangerous manner for some distance before abandoning your car.  An offensive 

weapon was found in the car.  When you were found by police a short time later, you 

resisted arrest, absconded from custody and then turned and assaulted the constable 

who was pursuing you.  On that occasion the items you discarded when you fled 

included half a gram of methamphetamine and other indicators of drug dealing, 

including digital scales, a cellphone and $2500 in cash.   

[8] The Crown and Mr Knowsley agree that the appropriate starting point for the 

lead offence, possession of methamphetamine for supply, is at the lower end of 

band 1 of R v Fatu,
1
 at two years’ imprisonment.  The amount of methamphetamine 

you had was between one and 1.5 grams.   

[9] The amount involved in your earlier offending was just over half a gram. 

When I sentenced you for that in February 2015 I considered it was appropriate to 

take an 18 month starting point, so just outside of band 1.  The amount on this 

occasion is more and, in addition, there are several indicators of commercial dealing, 

namely the four cellphones, scales, a large number of zip lock bags and cash.  On 

this occasion, it is not appropriate to go below the bottom of band 1.   

                                                 
1 R v Fatu [2006] 2 NZLR 72(CA). 
 



 

 

[10] I consider the other offending, in particular the driving offending, warrants an 

uplift of eight months’ imprisonment.  This was a prolonged police chase over a 

distance of 16 kilometres.  You posed an extreme danger to other road users and your 

attempts to flee from police only came to an end when your car was road spiked.   

[11] A further uplift is warranted, in my view, for personal aggravating features.  I 

bear in mind though that the uplift must be proportionate to the sentence I impose.   

[12] When I say personal aggravating features Mr Ransfield, that is mainly the 

fact that you were released from prison in June 2015 and then re-offended in a 

remarkably similar way only nine months later and while still subject to prison 

release conditions.  The uplift will be six months.   

[13] This takes it to a total sentence of three years and two months’ imprisonment.   

[14] Other than allowance for your guilty pleas, I do not consider there are any 

other mitigating features which warrant a reduction in sentence.   

[15] I note in your letter to me today that you have expressed your regret for this 

offending and a willingness to address the issues that lie behind it, in particular, 

alcohol and drug addiction.   

[16] When I sentenced you in February 2015, I imposed special release conditions 

to help you receive counselling and treatment.  Probation records show that you were 

discharged from alcohol and drug counselling in October 2015 as the provider did 

not consider any further intervention was required.  This offending occurred after 

that, which suggests you do still have an issue with methamphetamine you need to 

address. 

[17] While I accept you regret this offending, I do not consider that your 

expressions of remorse and regret warrant a discrete reduction in sentence.  Time 

will tell, Mr Ransfield, whether the fact that you have now spent a considerable time 

away from family and express a desire to change course and direction in the future, 

will be put into effect by you.   



 

 

[18] Certainly, in your case, further offending of a similar nature is likely to result 

in increasingly longer sentences of imprisonment.   

[19] There has been some debate today about whether the discount for your guilty 

pleas should be the full available discount of 25 percent.  The delay in entering a 

plea to the lead charge of possession of methamphetamine was for analysis of the 

amount and purity of the drug.   

[20] I remain of the view that I took in a sentence indication hearing in September 

last year, which was that the guilty pleas to the other charges could have been 

entered much earlier than four months after the offending.   

[21] However, it appears that in January, when another Judge remanded this 

matter for sentence, the Crown accepted that the full 25 percent should be available 

and this was noted on the file.  In those circumstances, I am going to allow it.  That 

reduces the end sentence to two years and four months’ imprisonment.   

[22] That is not at a level where home detention is an option available to me.  As I 

indicated back in September last year, home detention was not a sentence I 

considered to be an option in your case in any event.  In my view, the principles of 

deterrence, incapacitation and protection of the community need to be given priority, 

particularly in circumstances where you committed these offences so soon after 

being released from prison for very similar offending.   

[23] Mr Ransfield, on the charge of possession of methamphetamine for supply 

(CRN 0436) you are sentenced to two years and four months’ imprisonment.  

[24] On the other charges I impose concurrent sentences as follows: 

(a) On the charge of driving while disqualified – third or subsequent, you 

are sentenced to four months’ imprisonment and disqualified from 

holding or obtaining a driver’s licence for 12 months, starting today, 

1 March 2017. 



 

 

(b) On the charge of reckless driving, you are sentenced to one months’ 

imprisonment and disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s 

licence for three months, starting on 1 March 2018.  That is a total 

disqualification period of 15 months. 

(c) On the charge of failing to stop for police you are convicted and 

disqualified, also for three months starting on 1 March 2018.  The 

total disqualification period remains at 15 months. 

(d) On the charge of possession of a knife, you are sentenced to 

one months’ imprisonment. 

(e) On the charge of possession of cannabis, you are sentenced to one 

months’ imprisonment. 

(f) On the charge of possession of utensils, the sentence is two months’ 

imprisonment. 

(g) And last, on the charge of possession of ammunition, you are 

sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. 

[25] All of those sentences are concurrent so the total sentence is two years and 

four months’ imprisonment. 

 

 

 

S B Edwards 

District Court Judge 


