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NOTES OF JUDGE E P PAUL ON SENTENCING

[1] Devereaux Cronje also known as Elton Taniora-Waitai, you are for sentence 

now on seven charges of obtaining by deception and using a document for pecuniary 

advantage. 

[2] The facts are on 31 July last year you went to the Cheap Vehicles Car Sales 

yard, you asked to take out a Holden motor vehicle, signed a sale and purchase 

agreement, handed a cheque for $15,000 to the salesman saying it was your 

girlfriend’s cheque made out in your name, Cronje.  The salesman pointed out the 

cheque was incorrectly made out to Cheap Cars Limited and should in fact be 

Cheap Vehicles and asked you to arrange a new cheque, you said you would do that 

but you had to get it from your girlfriend and you left in the Holden motor car. 

[3] You did not return with the motor car and certainly not with a fresh cheque.  

The dealer tried to cash the cheque you had presented but that was dishonoured.  Not 



 

 

surprisingly given you did not have that money in your account and you full well 

knew it.  The vehicle was located some four days later.  You were in it and you 

admitted taking the vehicle but stated you had paid for it and you would like it back.  

That is probably a reflection of your manipulative character to be honest, Mr Cronje, 

and I will have a little bit more to say about that shortly. 

[4]  We then have you opening a bank account on 14 April last year under the 

Cronje name.  You made a deposit of $775 but by 29 April there was an overdraft 

balance in that account of $2296.74.  Between 30 April last year and 12 May last 

year you, knowing you had insufficient funds in that cheque account, went on to 

write 24 personal cheques and purchase products totalling $14,980.43.  You targeted 

stores in Northland, The Warehouse in Kaikohe, $464.86 worth of goods were 

purchased using your valueless cheques.  The Warehouse in Waipapa, $190.25 worth 

of goods.  Mitre10 in Kaitaia, $432.89 of goods.  The Warehouse in Kaitaia, 

$1162.48 in goods.  The Warehouse in Waipapa again, $180.25.  Errol Rogers store 

100% in Kerikeri, $291 worth of goods.  Again the Mitre10 in Kaitaia, $1038.40 in 

goods.  Again The Warehouse in Kaitaia, $1224.22.  Bunnings in Kerikeri, $916.78.  

Hammer Hardware in Kawakawa, $964.14.  The Warehouse in Dargaville, $1528.42.  

Mitre10 in Whangarei, $2692.10.  Mitre10 here in Auckland at East Tamaki, 

$1104.12.  100% Barrell’s Extreme store in Whangarei, $2565 worth of goods.  

The Kawakawa Service Centre in Kawakawa, $225.52. 

[5] When confronted with your offending you gave this explanation, that you had 

purchased the items on behalf of an ex-employer, Laxman Kalakuntla, who is the 

owner of Zee Shop.  Clearly a lie. 

[6] We then have five charges of obtaining by deception.  Three victims; 

Super Shuttles Limited here in Auckland, Auckland Co-operative Taxi Society and 

then Corporate Cabs Limited here in Auckland.  I do not propose going through the 

summary of facts but what it discloses is you had knowledge of accounts belonging 

to various government organisations, Child, Youth and Family, and you raked up taxi 

charges against Child, Youth and Family of $10,554.40.  You then had knowledge of 

the Auckland Prison account and used that to rake up taxi fares with Corporate Cabs 

of $2117.75 obviously masquerading as a prison employee.  Then, again 



 

 

masquerading as a prison employee, you used the prison’s account to rake up taxi 

charges/trips of $7103 with Co-op Taxis.  With Super Shuttle, again using the 

Auckland Prison account, you raked up a taxi bill of $3995.  You then appear to have 

masqueraded as an Auckland Airport person and had the necessary account there, 

providing that charge of $4916.30 again to Corporate Cabs.  The total offending 

equated to something just short of $30,000.   

[7] The summary records you not only had these taxi rides but once you got to 

your destination in Auckland you would require the taxi drivers to wait for you, on 

occasions some hours, and then you would get them to return you to your address in 

Otara.  So that is the summary of the offending.   

[8] The pre-sentence report suggests you have no insight into your offending, 

that it was premeditated and that you are a manipulative person, Mr Cronje.  

Interestingly the forensic report completed for sentence today also speaks of that 

very character trait.  At paragraph 63 of his report Dr Goodwin says this:  

“It is highly likely however, that in the future Mr Taniora, Mr Cronje, will 

continue to present a number of pseudo-psychological symptoms to 

interviewers in order to obtain medication or manipulate his environment.  

His use of aliases and also recent changes of name are, in my experience, 

somewhat ominous and tend to indicate a propensity to continue to attempt 

to fool authorities.” 

[9] These observations are consistent with your offending where you have used 

various guises to get your way, and your conviction history supports that in that you 

have convictions for impersonating the police, you have convictions for false 

identity, little has changed Mr Cronje.  You also have convictions for these various 

charges of obtaining by deception, four convictions, the last was in 2015 where you 

received a term of imprisonment.   

[10] I have read your letter of apology, on the face of it appears sincere but again 

it may be just another attempt by you to manipulate now me, the Court, as you have 

attempted to manipulate other situations in your life.  In terms of fixing the starting 

point for your offending I take account of its nature.  It was blatant dishonesty, relied 

on you lying, you are what we could describe as a conman. 



 

 

[11] In terms of the magnitude and sophistication it was premeditated and it was 

repetitive.  You continued to victimise people such as the taxi companies, such as 

The Warehouse in Kaitaia, as examples.  You obviously are encouraged when you 

are successful with each of these victims, the stores, targeting them and going back 

to the same victims a number of times to pass off your cheques.  Going back to the 

same taxi and shuttle companies, passing yourself off as being authorised to use 

these accounts and enjoying the use of these taxis and shuttles.   

[12] From the reports I have read there is some suggestion certainly at least by 

your counsel that this was simply attention seeking but I have got to say it also 

demonstrates a level of greed on your part.  A significant amount of money has been 

lost here, the taxi and shuttle companies have had to pay their drivers although they 

have not been paid.  The goods have gone from the various stores that you have 

fraudulently purchased them from and the reality is you are in no position to pay 

reparation to all those victims you have created. 

[13] Furthermore this offending covered a seven month period and again I take 

that into account.  As a minimum I would see a two and a half year starting point for 

all your offending.  It may be that I could uplift it by a significantly greater number 

of months but I am tempering that and only uplifting for your past history of 

dishonesty by three months.  That would take it to a nominal end sentence of 

two years, nine months’ imprisonment.  I accept, as your counsel pointed out, you 

are entitled to the full discount for your guilty plea.  That would reduce the sentence 

by eight months.  Accordingly the end sentence is two years, one month’s 

imprisonment on each charge, to be served concurrently and for the reasons I have 

already referred to I do not order reparation. 

 

 

E P Paul 

District Court Judge 


