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NOTES OF JUDGE N R DAWSON ON SENTENCING 

[1] Mr Lawrie, you appear in Court today for sentencing on a charge of 

possession of methamphetamine for supply, a further charge of possession for supply 

of GBL and a breach of a sentence of home detention. 

[2] On 6 November 2015, at about 9.30 pm, you were at your home address in 

Massey.  The police were at the address on an unrelated matter and entered pursuant 

to the Search and Surveillance Act 2012.  You were located upstairs in a bedroom of 

the address and inside your bedroom was a large lavalava hanging from the ceiling.  

Concealed within the lavalava were three plastic ziplock bags containing a total of 

2.059 grams of the Class A controlled drug, methamphetamine. 

[3] Located in the wardrobe of your bedroom was a glass Bacardi bottle 

containing 72 millilitres of the Class B controlled drug, gamma-Butyrolactone, 

known as GBL.  Also located in the bedroom were four glass pipes commonly used 



 

 

for smoking methamphetamine and two sets of digital scales and there was cash of 

$732 present. 

[4] You were sentenced to five months and 15 days’ home detention on 

10 September 2015 at the Waitakare District Court following driving convictions and 

other drug convictions.  You were inducted into that sentence on 10 September 2015 

and made aware of the requirements and you understood you would aware of the 

requirements by signing the induction form. 

[5] On 6 November you were arrested at your home address and these charges 

resulted.  Your home detention sentence was not due to expire for another 

three months.  I note that you are now 45 years of age.  You have nine previous 

convictions involving drugs, three for possession of weapons, seven for dishonesty, 

three breach convictions and 33 others on your record.  I have received the 

pre-sentence reports and I have also seen the CADS certificate that has been 

presented to the Court by your counsel and I have also had substantive submissions 

by both the Crown and your counsel leading up to sentencing. 

[6] The principal sentencing factors are to take into account when sentencing you 

for matters of this nature are denunciation and deterrence.  In other words it has to be 

made quite clear to you and everybody that the community cannot tolerate this type 

of offending and sentences need to be imposed that will put people off offending in 

this way. 

[7] You need to be held accountable for the harm that this type of offending 

causes in the community.  I am also of the view your rehabilitation needs to be 

considered in the sentencing mix particularly as you have done the CADS course.  

There are aggravating factors; the amount of methamphetamine was over two grams 

which is a slight aggravating factor because it is not a high amount and you also had 

72 millilitres of GBL. 

[8] The principle aggravating factor is that you offended while you were subject 

to a sentence of home detention and you were specifically in breach of those 

conditions and, finally, the number and relevance of your previous convictions is an 



 

 

aggravating factor to take into account.  In mitigation you entered a guilty plea 

relatively late in the stage and you declined an earlier sentence indication at a 

sentence indication hearing on 5 August last year.  You also note your efforts at 

rehabilitation by attending the CADS course. 

[9] The probation report notes that it is of concern that you have committed these 

offences whilst subject to a sentence of home detention where a special condition 

was imposed for you not to have in your possession or use any alcohol or drugs not 

prescribed to you.  It says you take limited responsibility for this offending and 

minimise your involvement.  Your offending related needs are identified as your 

overall anti-social attitude, lifestyle and peer association.  Drug use has also been 

identified as an offending related need due to the nature of the current offending.  

You are assessed as posing a medium-high risk of re-offending in a similar way. 

[10] The report goes on to say your overall attitude towards these offences and 

that you deny any personal use raises concerns about the possible supply of 

methamphetamine in the future.  It notes that the harm caused to the community by 

the supply of methamphetamine is not to be underestimated. 

[11] It notes that you are a patched member of the Head Hunter Motorcycle Gang 

in Henderson although I have had submissions that your relationship with that group 

is not as strong as it may once have been.  The recommendation of the report is 

one of imprisonment. 

[12] I take into account the submissions that I have had from your counsel and the 

Crown and I am of the view that your offending falls towards the lower end of 

band 1 of the case of R v Fatu
1
.  In my view the starting point for the lead offence, 

for the possession of methamphetamine for supply, is a sentence of imprisonment of 

25 months and I adopt the same starting point I did at the sentence indication 

hearing. 

[13] Your history would uplift that by three months and your concurrent offending 

would uplift it by a further one month to 29 months.  Your guilty plea and your 

                                                 
1
 R v Fatu [2006] 2 NZLR 72 (CA) 



 

 

efforts at CADS, in my view it would justify a deduction of three months taking it to 

26 months.  I have to say that given your history that even if your sentence had come 

within the home detention range, in my view it would not be appropriate as your 

drug offending continued while on the sentence of home detention and your history 

would indicate that your pattern of behaviour has not changed. 

[14] On the possession of methamphetamine for supply, you are sentenced to 

26 months’ imprisonment.  Your fines of $482 are remitted so you come out of 

prison with a clean slate and I am making an order for the destruction of drugs and 

paraphernalia.  On the possession of supply for GBL, you are sentenced to 

12 months’ imprisonment to be served concurrently and on the breach of 

home detention, a sentence of three months’ imprisonment to be served concurrently. 

 

 

 

N R Dawson 

District Court Judge 


