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NOTES OF JUDGE N R DAWSON ON SENTENCING 

[1] Mr Tang, you appear in Court today for sentencing on 44 charges of 

supplying a Class A controlled drug, namely methamphetamine.  Four charges of 

possession of a Class A controlled drug for supply and one charge of supplying a 

Class B controlled drug, namely ephedrine.  These are very serious charges and all 

carry maximum sentences of life imprisonment. 

[2] In 2005 the police began an investigation into the drug dealing activities of an 

Auckland based group.  On 12 June 2015 and again on 10 August 2015, they applied 

to the High Court for a surveillance device warrant, authorising the use of 

interception visual and tracking devices, in respect of yourself and another. 

[3] The information obtained showed that you obtained methamphetamine and 

supplied it to your first associate who supplied it to his own customers.  A second 

associate both supplied and received methamphetamine from you.  A third person 

was a customer of both yourself and your first associate.  On 18 September 2015 at 



 

 

about 11.07 pm you supplied half a kilogram of ephedrine to Mr Ueyama, who was 

in a vehicle parked behind the [name deleted] Church on [street name deleted] Street.  

You received cash in return for those drugs. 

[4] I note that you are 26 years of age and you have no previous convictions.  I 

have read the pre-sentence report, I have seen the certificates you have obtained 

while you have been in prison on remand and I have read and heard submissions on 

your behalf. 

[5] There are a number of factors I need to take into account when I sentence you 

today.  The first is to hold you accountable for the harm caused in the community 

caused by the proliferation of pernicious drugs that cause havoc, further crime and 

suffering in our community.  For this reason denunciation and deterrence are 

principal sentencing factors.  The community need to be protected from this type of 

offending. 

[6] The gravity of the offending is high and you have a very high level of 

culpability in this offending.  I have to consider the seriousness of this offence 

compared to others, as they carry a maximum sentence of life imprisonment.  There 

are a number of aggravating factors.  The first is, this was large scale offending 

involving a large amount of drugs supplied, being 1.74 kilograms of 

methamphetamine and 500 grams of ephedrine.  At least three of your offences were 

committed while you were on bail on other offences.  The extent of harm for this 

offending is high. 

[7] There is a high level of commerciality involved.  You were found with 

$50,000 in cash, you admitted was the proceeds of drug dealing.  You supplied 

methamphetamine on at least 44 occasions over a period of three months, so it is 

apparent that you were a busy supplier.  Amongst your group of associates involved 

in this activity, you were a lead offender. 

[8] You entered a plea after a significant period of negotiations with the Crown 

and in my view you are entitled to a 15 percent discount for your guilty pleas.  Your 

probation report indicates that you showed little remorse for your offending, 



 

 

focusing on the effect that it has had on your family.  Your counsel has explained that 

may be due to your misunderstanding of the interview and cultural differences.  I 

accept you have a higher level of remorse than indicated by the probation report.  

The probation report identifies your key offending factors as your methamphetamine 

addiction. 

[9] Your risk of harm is assessed as high, given the impact that 

methamphetamine has on the community, your risk of re-offending is considered to 

be medium, given the volume of your offending and the magnitude of your drug 

addiction, which is as yet untreated.  It notes you breached your bail last year by 

returning to using methamphetamine.  A sentence of imprisonment is the 

recommendation.  The report says this sentence will also assist in your rehabilitation 

and eventual reintegration as you are eligible and will have access to the drug 

treatment unit in prison. 

[10] I have considered the submissions by both the Crown and your counsel, as to 

the appropriate sentence.  In my view your offending falls within band 2 of the case 

of R v Fatu
1
.  A starting point for the lead offence of supplying a Class A controlled 

drug, namely methamphetamine, would be a sentence of imprisonment of 16 years, 

and the co-offending would justify an uplift of that by two years to 18 years. 

[11] It has been submitted by your counsel that the ephedrine charge should not 

increase your sentence by more than one year.  But in my view, if I was to include it 

as part of the lead offence, I would have made it more than 16 years so the outcome 

would still be the same. 

[12] I note that you have no previous convictions.  For your good record up until 

now and your remorse, I deduct 20 months from your sentence.  You spent 

10 months on electronically monitored bail, but I do note that while you were on 

ordinary bail you offended, so for that I deduct a further four months only.  That has 

reduced your sentence to one of 16 years’ imprisonment.  For your guilty plea I 

deduct 15 percent, which amounts to 29 months, reducing your sentence to one of 

13 years and seven months’ imprisonment.  On each charge you are therefore 
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convicted and sentenced to 13 years and seven months in prison, to be served 

concurrently. 

[13] Pursuant to s 86 Sentencing Act 2002, I am imposing a minimum period of 

imprisonment of half your sentence.  In my view that is required to hold you 

accountable for the harm caused to the community by this type of offending and to 

reflect the sentencing factors of deterrence and denunciation. 

[14] Mr Tang you also appear for sentencing on possession of a utensil, namely a 

pipe and also possession of methamphetamine, both were found on you on 

12 November 2015.  On both of those charges you are convicted and sentenced to 

one month imprisonment, to be served concurrently. 

 

 

 

 

N R Dawson 

District Court Judge 


