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[1] As a first step, Mr [Prashad], given your conviction on the charges of sexual 

connection with a young person and an indecent act, the law says that I must give you 

what is referred to as a first strike warning. 

[2] Given your conviction for those offences, you are now subject to the three 

strikes law.  I am now going to give you a warning of the consequences of another 

serious violence conviction.  You will also be given a written notice outlining these 

consequences which list the serious violent offences. 

[3] If you are convicted of any serious violent offence other than murder 

committed after this warning and if a Judge imposes a sentence of imprisonment, then 

you will serve that sentence without parole or early release.  If you are convicted of 



 

 

murder committed after this warning, then you must be sentenced to life in prison.  

That will be served without parole unless it would be manifestly unjust.  In that event, 

the Judge must sentence you to a minimum term of imprisonment. 

[4] As I have said, you are for sentence today on two charges.  There is sexual 

connection with a young person, which is a representative charge, and an indecent act 

with a young person, also a representative charge.  The facts that I sentence you on are 

that at the time of this offending, the complainant was aged [in his mid teens], he lived 

in close proximity to you. 

[5] Between 1 July [year deleted] and 13 September of that year, you befriended 

his father.  You were apparently depressed after going through some marital problems.  

During that period, you managed to gain the confidence and the trust of the 

complainant’s father and other members of the household. 

[6] You were accepted, you were able to move around the house freely.  You often 

ended up sleeping over in the lounge after having drinks.  The complainant has 

disclosed that the first time anything sexual occurred between himself and you was 

approximately three months before he first told anyone about the abuse. 

[7] He said that you had let him borrow your cellphone so he could play games on 

it.  While he was playing on the phone in his bedroom, you went into the room and 

you rubbed his penis on the outside of his pants.  When he did not make any move to 

stop you, you then reached inside and you stroked his penis. 

[8] Although shocked, he let you continue until he got tired of it and told you to 

stop.  That sort of behaviour occurred regularly from that time on.  Shortly after the 

first occasion, you took every opportunity to have contact and to sexually exploit him.  

You offered him money and alcohol for sexual favours and he agreed, because he, not 

surprisingly, was desperate for the money.  Apparently you in fact owed him some. 

[9] He disclosed that both he and yourself gave each other blowjobs and that you 

made him cum in your mouth.  He said that on at least two occasions he had anal 

intercourse with you, you being the receiver. 



 

 

[10] He said that you tried to encourage him to let you have intercourse with him, 

but he refused.  You also tried to get him to view pornographic material, the purpose 

of that of course was to arouse him when he was not feeling up to it. 

[11] He has said that it became a regular occurrence between he and you to engage 

in mutual sex acts and that you would often wake him up in the middle of the night.  

When everyone had gone to bed so that there could be sexual contact.  It became so 

commonplace that he had to place his drawers behind his bedroom door on occasions 

to stop you from making sexual demands. 

[12] Fortunately, his father became aware of what was taking place between the two 

of you.  He discovered condom wrappers in the lounge, he spoke to his son who 

admitted that you had been doing inappropriate things.  He was not physically injured 

during this offending, but he has been left with very low self esteem and all of the 

problems that I have heard outlined in that very sad victim impact statement. 

[13] When you were spoken to, you initially denied all of these facts.  You claimed 

that it was the complainant who had tried to entice you into having a sexual 

relationship.  I note that ultimately you did plead guilty, but you pleaded guilty very, 

very late and that meant that this young boy had to wait, no doubt in fear and 

trepidation, thinking that he was going to have to come to Court and give evidence. 

[14] You are of course entitled to some credit for the fact that ultimately you saw 

sense and you entered pleas of guilty, which relieved him of what would have been an 

awful obligation. 

[15] In preparing for sentencing, I have had the advantage of reading the 

pre-sentence report.  I have read all the submissions that have been filed, I have read 

the letter that you have written to the complainant and I am very glad to see that you 

have written that letter, because what that does is make it absolutely crystal clear that 

the responsibility for this offending was yours and yours alone. 



 

 

[16] I also want to make it clear that there is absolutely no blame to be attached to 

this young man at all.  You were a lot older than him, more than 30 years.  You were 

the adult, he was the child. 

[17] The pre-sentence report tells me that there is a high risk of harm to others at 

the moment because the report writer comments that although you were very polite 

during the course of the interview, you presented as contradictory and you avoided 

answering questions. 

[18] I am told that you believe that there was some fault, if I can use that word, 

because the family were neighbours who were known to be a nuisance in the 

neighbourhood.  Quite what you meant by that, I simply do not know, but if there is 

any suggestion there that you are trying to justify what you did, then I simply reject 

that out of hand. 

[19] You said to the report writer that you really cannot remember this offending 

and I simply do not believe that for one moment, neither do I believe that this offending 

was caused by intoxication.  This was very deliberate sexual offending against a young 

man who you realised you could have some control over. 

[20] There are a number of aggravating features here, I have already referred to the 

age gap which was over 30 years.  At the time he was [in his mid teens].  The offending 

was repetitive and persistent. 

[21] In the summary of facts that I have just referred to, the comment is made that 

it was so commonplace that when he was tired he had to place his drawers behind his 

bedroom door to stop you from making sexual demands.  The offending included full 

anal intercourse on at least two occasions, although I accept that you were the receiver. 

[22] The submission of the Crown is that there is a starting point here of around 

four years.  Your counsel has submitted to me that more appropriately it is around three 

and a half years.   



 

 

[23] In any sentencing exercise I have to have regard to the purposes and the 

principles of sentencing.  You have to be held accountable for this offending and there 

is a very real need for me to send a message, not just to you, but to the community 

generally that this type of offending simply cannot be accepted. 

[24] There is a need for a deterrent sentence to be imposed, but I accept that I have 

to be consistent.  I have to treat you in the way that other people are treated for like 

offending, that is why the lawyers have referred me to previous cases because it is only 

by consideration of those cases that I am able to reach a sentence that can truly be 

described as consistent. 

[25] You would have heard my reference to the prosecutor when I asked if he was 

aware of a relatively recent sentencing in this Court, the case can be cited as 

R v Campbell.  In that case the defendant was a woman of about your age who 

deliberately enticed a young boy into sexual relationship. 

[26] She also groomed that child, just as you did, and her device was cannabis.  She 

provided cannabis to this young boy in circumstances where she knew that she would 

then be able to go on and sexually offend against him.  The only difference in my view 

between your offending and her offending is that she used cannabis to achieve her 

purpose and there was a slightly more involved relationship than this one. 

[27] In that case, because it went to trial, the starting point was five years’ 

imprisonment and that was the sentence that was imposed.  After giving very careful 

consideration to all of the facts in this matter, I am satisfied that the appropriate starting 

point here is one of four and a half years’ imprisonment. 

[28] I looked very carefully at your list of previous convictions because they are not 

impressive, but I have decided that there is no particular need in this case for me to 

uplift, because I believe that the starting point that I have selected accurately reflects 

this offending. 

[29] You also need to understand that as a result of this offending and as a result of 

this sentencing, you will be placed on the Child Sex Offender Register.  I am prepared 



 

 

to give you some small credit for the fact that you entered a plea of guilty, because as 

I say, that did save this young man having to come to Court to give evidence. 

[30] The way I am going to deal with matters therefore is as follows.  On the 

representative charges of sexual connection, you are convicted and you are sentenced 

to a term of imprisonment of three years and 10 months.  In relation to the charges of 

indecent act, which are also representative, you are convicted and you are sentenced 

to a term of imprisonment of two years. 

[31] I am asked to permanently suppress your name.  The application is made to me 

not to protect you, but to protect your [children] who after all are completely innocent.  

They live [details deleted].  If word were to get out amongst their community that their 

father had been convicted of offences such as this, their life would be unbearable.  I 

do not think it fair for me to punish them and so for that reason I am now making an 

order permanently suppressing your name. 

 

 

D G Harvey 

District Court Judge 


