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NOTES OF JUDGE T R INGRAM ON SENTENCING 

 

 

[1] Mr Broughton, you have pleaded guilty to a single charge of aggravated 

robbery.   

[2] The circumstances are well-known to you.  I do not intend to cover the matters 

that are set out in the summary of facts in detail.  Suffice it to say, that in February last 

year you robbed the [name deleted] Hotel at about midnight on Wednesday 

10 February. 

[3] There were still two bar staff and patrons in the building.  You turned up with 

a cut-down 12 gauge shotgun and you asked for the money.  You were given slightly 

over $7000.  You took a wallet from a patron and you took off. 



 

 

[4] It seems to me that on any view of the authorities a sawn-off shotgun in a bar 

where members of the public are present would justify a starting point of at least 

eight years’ imprisonment.  I allow you credit of one year for your plea which with all 

due respect is generous in the circumstances, given that it has arrived just before trial. 

[5] As you know events have long since overtaken these events.  You are currently 

a serving prisoner and you presently have a total of 12 years minimum period of 

imprisonment facing you on other charges.  It seems to me that it would not be 

appropriate for me to accumulate the sentence of imprisonment on your existing 

sentences of imprisonment.  That is unlikely to be of any practical value.  The only 

practical sentence that I can impose on you is a minimum period of imprisonment, 

cumulative on your existing minimum period of imprisonment.   

[6] Bearing in mind the length of the sentence that you presently face, it seems to 

me that any minimum period of imprisonment longer than two years would almost 

certainly be a crushing sentence to impose on a man of your age.  You have a long 

period of imprisonment ahead of you and for me to add anymore than two years to it 

would, in my view, be in the circumstances not appropriate.  I am, nevertheless, 

satisfied that the statutory criteria for a minimum period of imprisonment are made 

out.   

[7] In particular, that for a crime of this magnitude a cumulative sentence of 

two years cumulative on your existing minimum period of imprisonment is a 

necessary appropriate response to the offending in the circumstances.  I am satisfied 

that the additional two years on your current minimum period is required, in terms of 

the statutory criteria set out in s 86.   

[8] For those reasons on this charge you will be convicted and sentenced to 

imprisonment for a period of seven years.  That is to be served concurrently with your 

existing sentence, but there is a minimum period of imprisonment required and you 

will be sentenced in relation to that.  The minimum period of imprisonment is set at 

two years, cumulative on your existing minimum period of imprisonment sentences. 



 

 

[9] The nett result is I calculate it, Mr Broughton, is that you have a total of 

14 years minimum period of imprisonment.  Do you understand?  [Yes] 

[10] As I have given you a conviction on this charge of aggravated robbery, 

Mr Broughton, you are subject to the three strikes law.  I have to warn you about the 

consequences of another serious violence conviction.  You will be given a notice 

outlining the consequences and listing those serious violence offences to which it 

applies: 

(a) If you are convicted of any serious violence offence, other than murder, 

committed after this warning and if a Judge imposes a sentence of 

imprisonment, you have to serve that sentence without parole or early 

release. 

(b) If you are convicted of murder committed after this warning, you must 

be sentenced to life imprisonment without parole, unless that would be 

manifestly unjust.  In which case, you must be sentenced to a minimum 

period of imprisonment. 

Your lawyer will explain that to you I am sure and will give you a notice outlining it 

all, but it is the second first strike warning. 

 

 

 

 

 

T R Ingram 

District Court Judge 

 


