
EDITORIAL NOTE: CHANGES MADE TO THIS JUDGMENT APPEAR IN 

[SQUARE BRACKETS]. 

R v REECE WILLIAM JANETINS SKIPPER [2017] NZDC 22176 [29 September 2017] 

 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

AT CHRISTCHURCH 

CRI-2017-009-000140 

[2017] NZDC 22176 

 

THE QUEEN 

 

 

v 

 

 

REECE WILLIAM JANETINS SKIPPER 

 

 

Hearing: 

 

29 September 2017 

 

Appearances: 

 

P Currie for the Crown 

K Beaton for the Defendant 

 

Judgment: 

 

29 September 2017 

 

 

NOTES OF JUDGE J A FARISH ON SENTENCING 

 

 

[1] Mr Skipper, I gave you a formal sentence indication on 14 July in relation to 

the charges of burglary and arson and an unassociated charge of unlawful possession 

of a firearm.  

[2] I went through on that day the facts which relate to 16 January this year when 

you decided at about 9 o’clock in the morning that you would break into the [victim 

business] on [street name deleted] .  Obviously your purpose of breaking in was to 

obtain money and funds because at that time you were in this insidious grip of 

methamphetamine and most probably prescription drug addiction. 

[3] The prescription drug side of it most probably explains why you then behaved 

in such a bizarre fashion.  Because after you have been able, basically, to ransack the 



 

 

[victim business], gained entry to some of the machines you left the premises with 

$10,387.88. 

[4] Within about 20 minutes or maybe slightly longer, 40 minutes, you returned 

back to the premises and you had with you then a flammable substance.  You poured 

the accelerant on the carpet around the pool tables and the bar area and then you set 

fire to it.  This was around about 9.30, quarter to ten in the morning. 

[5] Luckily somebody was walking by, a workman, saw it and was able to put the 

flames out at an early stage, just with the fire extinguisher.  You were obviously 

apprehended but the damage to the club itself was not inconsiderable despite the early 

intervention; there was still $96,250 done in damage, $42,000 of that was because the 

carpets actually needed to be replaced, this was a significant incident and very serious 

offending. 

[6] You were on bail at that stage in relation to what originally were two charges 

of unlawful possession of firearms; however, one of those charges was withdrawn at 

the 11th hour because it was not a firearm or a pistol.  There was a cut down .22 rifle 

with a magazine in the boot of the car and you clearly were not someone who should 

have had a firearm. 

[7] There was a .22 bullet in the back passenger seat which was not with the rifle, 

but given what was happening to you, in terms of your drug lifestyle at the time, the 

possession of a firearm is particularly sinister.  I said to you then that if you had the 

two firearms it would have uplifted the overall sentence quite significantly. 

[8] I told you at the time that the starting point in relation to the arson was not as 

high as what the Crown wanted me to start at.  By the time I added on the 

Arms Act 1983 charges and gave you credit for the pleas I was looking at somewhere 

around four years eight months’ imprisonment to four years six months’ imprisonment. 

[9] Now, post that date you applied for compassionate bail because your partner 

was due to give birth.  That seemed to take a long time; that is not any reflection on 

[the defendant’s partner], but that is just the way babies are.  I am very pleased to know 



 

 

that that went well and it was most probably really important for [your partner] to have 

you there given that it was an emergency caesarean and it was quite stressful for 

everyone but particularly for her and your baby to be born in that fashion.  I am very 

pleased to know that you were able to step up to the plate and that you were able to be 

a great support to her. 

[10] In relation to you personally I now know a lot more about you because of the 

contents of that pre-sentence report.  It was as I thought, you were someone who had 

been working very hard and actually in full-time employment - to move away from 

this lifestyle that you had since the age of 16, that coincided with obviously meeting 

[your partner] and the birth of [your son] in 2011. 

[11] Unfortunately that lifestyle and pattern of behaviour in relation to drugs snuck 

up on you, before you knew it you were back in the grips of this drug addiction and 

also hanging out with people who were obviously not pro-social.  I note from the pre-

sentence report that [your partner] gave you somewhat of an ultimatum, you need to 

choose but you made the wrong choice back then.  

[12] [Your partner] does not obviously hold that against you.  It just shows you how 

strong the grip of methamphetamine can be.  Since you have been in custody though 

you have had a complete wakeup call because you know that [your son] is missing out 

on you and [your partner] has had to say, “Well Dad’s somewhere else, he is not in 

prison but he is somewhere else.”  You are going to miss out on the first few years of 

your daughter’s life and all the weight is falling on [your partner] to try and cope with 

two little children and keep the family together.  Hopefully she has some other wider 

family support to assist her. 

[13] You are prepared to do anything whilst in custody not to go back to the position 

you have placed yourself in now.  I think you are well motivated to change.  You are 

definitely in the right place to either do the DTU programme whilst in custody or any 

other programmes that are made available to you. 

[14] As I said to you when I gave you compassionate bail that if you complied and 

you did well that that would most probably allow me some ability to look more 



 

 

mercifully on you.  Also I have to reflect on the fact that you are willing to make good 

on that reparation, at least in relation to the $10,000 which I think is realistic. 

[15] I am going to lower the overall sentence from that end point of four years eight 

months, I am going to lower it down to four years two months’ imprisonment.  The 

end sentence is one of four years two months’ imprisonment. 

[16] I have made an order for the destruction of the firearm and the ammunition that 

was found in your possession.  I have made an order by way of reparation in the sum 

of $10,387.88. 

[17] Can I commend you for wishing to make amends by other means in relation to 

the [victim business]; whether or not they accept that is a matter to be seen but it would 

be worthwhile pursuing that by way of restorative justice whilst you are serving the 

sentence.  At the end of the day they still may say, “No, we don’t want you,” but at 

least you have made the attempt. 

[18] The end sentence is four years two months’ imprisonment.   

 

 

J A Farish 

District Court Judge 


